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Original paintings of Canadian flora and mushrooms by Agnes Chamberlin
(1833-1913). ca.1l863-1900s. Subscription books for Chamberlin's
Canadian Wildflowers, 1868 and 1869 editions. Original paintings and
photographs of Canadian flora and other subjects by Geraldine Moodie,
Agnes Chamberlin's daughter (1854-1945). ca.1902-1934. Album of
pressed plants by Geraldine Moodie. Album of pressed ferns by Catherine
Parr Traill.

Extent: 21 boxes.

The Agnes Chamberlin material was donated to the Botany Department
of University of Toronto in 1935 by the heirs of the artist. At the
same time Geraldine Moodie, daughter and one of Agnes Chamberlin's
heirs, donated her own paintings and photographs of botanical subjects.
The collection was transferred to the Rare Books Department of the
University of Toronto Library in 1966.

Most of the paintings have not been reproduced. In 1868 Agnes
Chamberlin published ten watercolours in her book Canadian Wildflowers.
Nine more paintings were reproduced as illustrations for C. P. Traill's
work, Studies of Plant Life in Canada, published in 1885. Twelve
additional paintings were reproduced in black and white for the second
edition Of Studies of Plant Life published in 1906. Four paintings
of mushrooms were reproduced in a report on edible fungi published
by the Geological Survey. A selection of the paintings has been
exhibited several times 1in different locations (see following
chronology) .

Geraldine Moodie's work has remained unpublished. A collection of
her Arctic photographs has been donated to the British Museum.
Additional photographs are in the Medicine Hat Art Gallery.

The Fisher Library contains a special collection of published books
illustrated by Chamberlin which is entitled the Agnes Dunbar (Moodie)
Chamberlin Collection. It contains several editions of Canadian
Wildflowers and two editions of Studies of Plant Life.

Katharine Martyn

Revised July 1995

CHRONOLOGY FOR AGNES CHAMBERLIN

1833 Born on a farm near Coburg, daughter of Susanna Moodie and
John Dunbar Moodie; family subsequently moved to an
uncleared farm in Peterborough County

ca. 1838 Family moved to Belleville

ca. 1850 At age 17 married Charles Fitzgibbon, a Toronto barrister,
and moved to Toronto. Had six children in next 13 years.
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1863

1865

Began to paint studies of wild flowers to illustrate a
projected book by Catherine Parr Traill on Canadian flora.

Death of husband, Charles Fitzgibbon.

ca.l865-68 As a money-raising venture, began to prepare a book on

1868

1869

1870

1875

1885

1886

1895

Canadian wild flowers, using her paintings and C.P. Traill's
text. Gathered 500 subscriptions.

Canadian Wildflowers published in subscribed edition by
John Lovell, Montreal.

Second subscribed edition of Canadian Wildflowers (Montreal:
J. Lovell).

Third edition of Canadian Wildflowers (Montreal: J. Lovell;
Burland, Lafricain, chromoliths.)

Married Colonel Brown Chamberlin of Montreal, who became
Queen's Printer of Canada.

Exhibition of paintings by the "Dominion Government" at
Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition

Nine full page colour plates (chromolithographs) by
Chamberlin published in C.P. Traill's Studies of Plant Life
in Canada (Ottawa: A.S. Woodburn)

Exhibition of paintings by Agnes Chamberlin and her daughter,
Geraldine Moodie, at the Colonial Exhibition, London,
England.

Fourth edition of Canadian Wildflowers (Toronto: W. Briggs)
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CHRONOLOGY FOR AGNES CHAMBERLIN

1906

ca.1l907

1913

1934-5

1937

1966

1967

1972

1976

1977

Second edition of C.P. Traill's Studies of Plant Life in
Canada (Toronto: W. Briggs, 1906) included 12 additional
half-tone reproductions of paintings by Chamberlin.

Exhibition of Chamberlin's paintings held by the Women's
Canadian Historical Society of Toronto in the East Hall
of University College, University of Toronto.

Died.

Agnes Chamberlin's heirs presented her paintings and copies
of Canadian Wildflowers and Studies of Plant Life in Canada
to the University of Toronto. They were housed in the Botany
Department. Subsequently Geraldine Moodie, Agnes
Chamberlin's daughter (see chronology below), also
presented her paintings and photographs to the Botany
Department.

Brief exhibition of Chamberlin's paintings at the Botany
Building for the Biological Club's Conversazione.

Agnes Chamberlin and Geraldine Moodie collection
transferred to the Rare Books and Special Collections of
the University of Toronto Library.

Small exhibition of Chamberlin's watercolours at the
Signmund Samuel Library.

Eleven watercolours by Chamberlin reproduced in Eustella
Langdon's Pioneer Gardens (Toronto: Holt Rinehart and
Winston) .

Exhibition of Chamberlin watercolours at Thomas Fisher Rare
Book Library, July-August.

Exhibition at Royal Ontario Museum's Canadiana Gallery:
"Two Gentlewomen of Upper Canada", June 15 to September
18, 1977. Exhibition of watercolours and drawings by Agnes
Chamberlin and Anne Langton.
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CHRONOLOGY FOR GERALDINE MOODIE

1854

1878

1880

1885

1885-1891

1886

1891-96

1895

1896

1897

Born in Toronto, the third child of Agnes Dunbar (Moodie)
and Charles Thomas Fitzgibbon, Toronto barrister.

Married John Douglas Moodie (a distant cousin) in Thetford,
England

Returned to Canada with husband and one child. Settled
on a farm near Brandon, Manitoba

Outbreak of the Riel Rebellion. Moodie family (now three
children) went to Ottawa where John Moodie was appointed
Inspector of the North West Mounted Police.

John Moodie posted to Calgary, Medicine Hat, Lethbridge,
Maple Creek, and North Battleford.

Exhibition of paintings with those of her mother, Agnes
Chamberlin, at the Colonial Exhibition, London, England.

Family lived in North Battleford. By 1896 Geraldine had
born six children.

During the years at North Battleford, Geraldine took up
serious photography. Began photographing the native
community as well as the RCMP activities.

Geraldine built her own photographic studio in North
Battleford.

Commissioned by the Canadian government to photograph a
number of designated locations between Prince Albert and
Edmonton for settlement promotion.

Geraldine enlarged her studio to carry out all aspects of
photography.

John Moodie posted back to Maple Creek in June. Family
followed later.

Geraldine opened a photography studio in Maple Creek and
another studio in Medicine Hat. She began to document the
ranching culture in the Maple Creek district and also
photographed the unusual flora. Continued to document the
activities of the RCMP and take portraits.
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CHRONOLOGY FOR GERALDINE MOODIE

1897

1899

1903

1904

1906

1917

1936

1945

In August John Moodie ordered north to explore and map an
overland route from Edmonton to the Yukon. This took him
over a year to complete. Geraldine and family remained
in Maple Creek.

Moodie family returned east to Ontario. John Moodie served
in the South African War.

John Moodie promoted to Superintendent.

John Moodie appointed Governor of the Hudson Bay district.

Held this position for next six vyears. Geraldine
accompanied her husband north. She photographed the Inuit
people as well as the flora of the region. (Inuit

photographs are in the British Museum)

Second edition of C.P. Traill's Studies of Plant Life in
Canada, published. Additional 1illustrations by Agnes
Chamberlin were photographed by Geraldine Moodie for
reproduction in this edition.

John Moodie retired from the NWMP. He and his family
returned to Maple Creek where he held the position of police
magistrate for several years.

Moved to Duncan, B.C.

Geraldine died at the home of her grandaughter in Alberta.
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CONTAINER LIST

ORIGINAL WATERCOLOURS BY AGNES CHAMBERLIN

These paintings date from the 1860s to the early 1900s. They are mounted
on heavy paper and most have botanical names supplied on the mounts.

PAINTINGS OF INDIVIDUAL WILD FLOWERS

These paintings of individual wild flowers are numbered 1n sequence
and a copy of the original listing (probably compiled by either Agnes
Chamberlin or her daughter, Geraldine Moodie) is filed at the end of
this finding aid.

Box

Box

Box

Box

Box

1

2

Nos. 1 - 31. No. 30 is missing.

Nos. 32 - 94. No. 90 is missing.

Nos. 95 - 148.

Nos. 149 - 218. Unumbered and untitled paintings.

PAINTINGS OF GROUPED WILD FLOWERS AS PUBLISHED IN CANADIAN
WILDFLOWERS

10 original watercolours of grouped wildflowers. Access.
no. RB19802.

6 reproductions of pencil sketches. Access. no. RB19792.

These original watercolours were created, ca. 1863-1865,
for Chamberlin's book, Canadian Wildflowers. They were
published as full page, hand coloured lithographs, by John
Lovell of Montreal in 1868 and illustrate text written by
Catherine Parr Traill. The pencil sketches appear to have
been drafts for the titlepage border of Canadian
Wildflowers.
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CONTAINER LIST

Box 7

Box 8

Mfm.Dup.82

Box 9

Box 6 PAINTINGS OF WILDFLOWERS FOR STUDIES OF
PLANT LIFE IN CANADA, BY CATHERINE PARR TRAILL

6 original watercolours.
26 reproductions.

Original watercolours published in Studies of Plant Life
in Canada, by Catherine Parr Traill (1885, 2nd edition 1906).
Examples of the colour and half tone plates used in 1906
edition are included. Accession no. RB19801.

PAINTINGS OF FUNGI

73 original watercolours.
7 reproductions (col. plates).

Original watercolours of single and grouped fungi. Four
col. plates, reproducing four of the original watercolours,

are said to have been used in a report on edible fungi

published by the Geological Survey of Canada. (This

publication is as yet wunidentified). Three other
reproductions from the original watercolours are

uncaptioned and seem not to have been included in the GSC

report. The remainder of these watercolours are unpublished.
Accession no. RB19800.

PAINTINGS FOR FLORAL CALENDAR
12 original watercolours.

Original watercolours for each month. Undated. ca.1900s?
Unpublished. Accession no. RB19804.

SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS FOR CANADIAN WILDFLOWERS

Subscription book for 1868 edition of Canadian Wildflowers.
Accession no. RB19793.

Subscription book (bound in covers of 1868 edition) for
1869 edition of Canadian Wilflowers. Accession no. RB19794.
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CONTAINER LIST

Box 10

Box 11

Box 12

SPECIMENS OF FERNS PRESSED BY CATHERINE PARR TRAILL

31 specimens.

Specimens are laid into album lettered "Canadian
Wildflowers". Envelope on cover of album reads "Native
Ferns. Pressed specimens by Mrs. C.P. Traill." Accession

no. RB19796.

PAINTING AND DRAWINGS BY GERALDINE MOODIE

41 watercolours.
8 drawings.

Geraldine Moodie refers to her paintings in her letter of
Nov. 19, 1934, to R.B. Thomson as "the few Flowers of the

Canadian North West Wild flowers that I painted originally
to add to her [Agnes Chamberlin's] collection ... My North
West Flowers were exhibited with my Mother's, at the London
Exhibition in England [Colonial Exhibition, London, 1886]

by the Canadian Government". They have remained unpublished.
Accession no. RB19803.

SPECIMENS OF PLANTS PRESSED BY GERALDINE MOODIE
86 specimens.

Originally laid in two albums lettered "Canadian
Wildflowers". Plants were from the Hudson Bay region where
Moodie spent some years with her husband who was a Mounted
Police Superintendant. "I gathered and photographed all
the wildflowers I could find in the latitudes from Churchill
north to Fullerton and along the Ungava coast and at the
same time pressed ... most of them." (G. Moodie to R.B.
Thomson, Nov. 28, 1934).

Accession no. RB19791.
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CONTAINER LIST

PHOTOGRAPHS BY GERALDINE MOODIE

Box 13

Album 2.

Box 14

Album 4.

Album 5.

Album 1. ca. 1902.
50 leaves.

Chiefly photographs of plants with identifying captions
(undated) . Some Toronto scenes included and these dated
1902. Also several family photographs from Port Elgin,
also dated 1902. Access. no. RB19795.

ca. 1903-1906.
40 leaves.

Chiefly photographs of plants with identifying captions
(undated) . Includes 3 photographs of Mary Lake and
Huntsville region, dated 1903-1904, and studies of birch
trees dated April 1906. Access. no. RB42775.

Album 3.
5 leaves.

Undated, untitled photographs of plants.

ca. 1930-31.
3 leaves.

Photographs of plants. No identifying captions.

ca.l1932-34.
4 leaves.

Photographs of plants. No identifying captions.

Photographs of plants from Churchill region. [190?] 5
photographs (unmounted) .

Photos. have identifying captions. Undated.

Photograph of painting by G. Moodie.
1 col. photograph.

Image is identified by G. Moodie as a "nightblooming flower"
found on the north bank of the South Saskatchewan River,
1889. Photograph is undated.
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CONTAINER LIST

PHOTOGRAPHS BY GERALDINE MOODIE

Boxes 15-18 Glass and film negatives of photographs of plants.

Box 19

Plants appear to be primarily from the Hudson Bay region.
One is labelled "Churchill, 1908". Negatives are numbered
in sequence from 3 to 83 but many nos. are missing and several
are unnumbered. Notes in Moodie's hand are on the envelopes.

"Owing to the difficulty in carrying plates on our journeys

I was obliged to use mostly very small plates ... My plan
was to enlarge and color them but now at my age (80) I must
give up all idea of doing the work myself." (G. Moodie

to R.B. Thomson, Nov. 28, 1934)

"I am not a botanist and have refrained from putting names
on any of them ... the notes I did make refer mostly to
the coloring, as I was depending on Mr. Macoun to name them
for me." (G. Moodie to R.B. Thomson, Jan. 8, 1935)

"I put in a very lonely three years climbing over rocks
and hills to procure the plants, and then photographing
them with anything but professional appliances." (G. Moodie
to R.B. Thomson, Mar. 4, 1937)

CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS RE AGNES CHAMBERLIN COLLECTION

Includes photograph of Agnes Chamberlin and other
biographical material. Also correspondence from Geraldine
Moodie and others re presentation of collection to
University of Toronto. Geraldine Moodie's correspondence
documents her collection given at the same time as her
mother's.
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CONTAINER LIST

ORIGINAL ALBUMS FOR PAINTINGS BY AGNES CHAMBERLIN

Box 20

Box 21

Portfolios originally housing the watercolour paintings
by Agnes Chamberlin listed above and material from Geraldine
Moodie (RB19803 below). Covers are lettered as described
below.

portfolios lettered "Canadian Wild Flowers drawn from
nature by Mrs. Fitzgibbon, now Mrs. Chamberlin".

2 portfolios lettered "Canadian Flowers by Mrs. Chamberlin,
Ottawa, Canada".

1 portfolio lettered "Canadian Wild Flowers by Mrs.
Chamberlin, Ottawa, Canada". Access. no. RB19801.
portfolio lettered "Canadian Orchids by Mrs. Chamberlin,

Ottawa, Canada"

2 portfolios lettered "Canadian Fungi by Mrs. Chamberlin,
Ottawa, Canada."

1 portfolio lettered "Groups of Canadian Flowers by Mrs.
Chamberlin, Ottawa, Canada". Access. no. RB19802.

1 portfolio unlettered. Gift of Geraldine Moodie. Access.
no. RB19803.
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