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Biographical sketch 
 
John Harkness Dales was born in Toronto on 20 August 1920. He attended Earl Beatty Central 
School and the University of Toronto Schools (1935-1938) before entering Victoria College in 
1939.  He took commerce and finance for the first two years, then switched to political science 
and economics.  He graduated on 5 June 1943 and the next day he married fellow student, 
Elizabeth (Betty) Eleanor Agnes Bell.                                                                                                               
                                                                          
In 1942 Mr. Dales joined the University of Toronto Contingent of the Canadian Officers Training 
Corps and following graduation trained with the Royal Canadian Air Force at Centralia, Ontario. 
On 6 October 1944 he was commissioned as a pilot officer but released to the reserves on 17 
February 1945.  In the fall of 1944 he entered Graduate Studies at the University of Toronto, 
receiving in MA in June, 1946. He then went to Harvard on a fellowship to take his doctorate in 
economics.                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                           
Following graduation in 1949, he was hired by McGill University but resigned in 1954 to accept 
the position of Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Economy at the University of 
Toronto, with a considerable increase in salary.  In 1963 he was promoted to full professor and 
continued teaching in the Department and later at Woodworth College, the Institute for 
Environmental Studies, and the Institute for Policy Analysis until his retirement in 1985.                   
                                                                                                                                                                                 
Professor Dales died in Toronto on 16 August 2007. 
 
/Box       Description 
  
/001 Lecture notes (including background material), ca. 1949-1979 
  University of Toronto. Institute for Environmental Sciences and Engineering  
 Reading lists, examinations, 1970-73 
 Notes on economics, 1970-73 
 Environmental Studies Group 
 Correspondence and drafts of papers, 1970 
 Papers--drafts 
 Committee for Arctic and Sub-Arctic Research, 1966-1968 
 Correspondence, 1972-74 
 *Course announcements and programmes, marks, 1966-1980 
 Maurice Cody Scholarship, 1963-1966 
 "Water"--correspondence and notes 
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/Box       Description 
 
/001 Canada Council.  Sub-Committee on Learned Journals, 1965-1966 
 Addresses and speeches; articles and books 
 "Ideas" [notes, including those for lectures and articles], n.d., 1973-1978 
  
/002 Pollution, property and prices, 1968. MS 
 Correspondence, 1968-1977 
 The Protective Tariff in Canada's Development, 1966. MS 
 Readers’ comments, correspondence, and reviews,  1966-1967 
 Correspondence re papers being written, 1963-1964 
 Addresses and speeches.  n.d., 1963-1970 
 Articles, 1963-1968 
 
/003 Articles, n.d., 1964-1969 
 Addresses and speeches.  n.d., 1964-1966 
 Canadian Political Science Association. 
 Committee on Statistics, 1958-1959 
 Historical Statistics for Canada Project, 1959-1960 
 Conference on Statistics (2nd : 1961) 
 Conference on Qualitative Research in Canadian Economic History.  1965, 1967 
 Correspondence (personal), 1952-1964 
 Education 
 War service 
 MA programme, University of Toronto.  Course notes 
 
/004 PhD programme, Harvard University.  Correspondence and course notes  
 Royalties, 1946-1955 
 Correspondence   
 H. A. Innis, 1948-1949, 1952 
 Employment, 1947-1949 
 Employment at McGill University, 1949-1954 
 Employment at University of Toronto, 1954 
 *Courses in economics.  Outlines, examinations, marks, 1954-1961 
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/Box       Description 
  
/004 References; theses defences.  1959-1962 
 Council on Research in Economic History, 1958-1962 
 Addresses and speeches, 1952 
 Articles and books, n.d, 1957-1964 
 PhD thesis.  Correspondence, 1949-1953 
 PhD thesis. Hydroelectricity and Industrial Development:  Quebec, 1898-1940.  Notes 
 Hydroelectricity... MS, published copy, 1957 
 Hydroelectricity... Correspondence re publication, 1954-1957 
 
/005 Maps assembled for the thesis/book [oversize] 
 
/006 Addresses and speeches.   n.d., 1962-1979 
 Notes; drafts of articles (?), n.d. 
 Lecture notes, 1979-1980 
  
  
  
 
  
  
 


