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Trinity College Literary Institute Collection 
 
Dates of creation: 
1849 - 2015 
 
Extent: 
1.3 m of textual records and other materials   
 
Administrative history: 
The Trinity College Literary Institute was founded in 1854 with the amalgamation of the 
Debating Society and The Union. The student debating society of the Diocesan Theological 
Institute at Cobourg started sometime between 1842 and 1849. The first extant minutes from 
20 April 1849 refer to the "yearly proceedings" being closed. This statement implies that it had 
existed at least since the Fall of 1848. The "Cobourg Star" dated 5 April 1848 reports the 
founding of a debating society in the town the previous evening. However, it is not mentioned 
as being associated with the Theological Institution. There is also some reason to believe that 
the Society was founded early in 1846, when the Diocesan Theological Institute was re-
organized and expanded. By the summer of 1849, the Society had eighteen members and was 
holding weekly debates. A room was set aside for it at Cobourg, heated in winter by a wood 
stove. A student Union was formed shortly after the opening of Trinity College on Queen Street 
(1852) in Toronto. 
 
The Trinity College Literary Institute is one of the student governments of Trinity College and 
has constitutional authority over specific traditional events held at the College by the students, 
most notably the regular debates. According to the constitution, "[t]he objects of the Institute 
shall be the fostering of cultural activities and the encouragement of public speaking." 
 
According to the revised and amended "Constitution of the Trinity College Literary Institute" of 
1974, all graduates and undergraduates of Trinity College are Active Members of the Trinity 
College Literary Institute, popularly known as The Lit. Honorary Members consist of Former 
Members of the Institute, the Provost, Professors, Lecturers and Fellows of Trinity College and 
anyone elected as such by a vote of two-thirds of the Members present at an Ordinary 
meeting. Life Members consist of former members of Trinity College who have paid a requisite 
fee. 
 
The Lit enables several legislated committees or curatorial positions (some now obsolete), 
namely: The Opposition Committee, The Debates Committee, The Constitution Committee, 
The St. Hilda's Open House Committee, The Conversazione Committee, The Junior Common 
Room Curator, The Magazine Committee, The Rigby Room Curator, The TCLI Dinner 
Committee, The Art Committee, and The Music Committee.  The Lit also awards the Trinity 
College Literary Pendants, the 4T5 Debating Trophy, the Literary Institute Trophy, and the 
Ashley Awards. 
 
The permanent officers are the Honorary President, the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker, and the 
Treasurer. The Lit is governed by a Council consisting of a Prime Minister, Government House 
Leader, Clerk of the House, Keeper of the Mace, and two Councillors who are First Year 
students. 
 
[Sources: "Constitution of the Trinity College Literary Institute" revised and amended 1974; 
"The Reminiscences of Arthur Jarvis"; "A History of Trinity College Toronto 1852-1952"] 

 
 
Scope and content: 
Fonds consists mainly of administrative records of the Trinity College Literary Institute, including 
the Debates and Conversazione Committees. These records show the wide variety of activities in 
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which the Trinity College Literary Institute has traditionally been involved and the large part 
played by “The Lit” in the life of the College. Annual social events included TCLI dinners with 
some well-known speakers, as well as the annual formal dance, the Conversazione which began 
in 1871. Elaborate programs, posters and graphic works were produced to promote and advertise 
these and other events.  
 
Contains series: 
 1. Administrative Records, Minutes of Meetings 

2. Financial Records 
3. Debates Committee and Debating 
4. Conversazione Committee 
5. Miscellaneous 
 

Notes: 
 
Includes: 1 scrapbook, 3 artefacts and 2 m of graphic materials 
 
Immediate source of acquisition: 
This collection of records was donated by officers of the TCLI after their terms of office. Some 
material such as posters, invitations and other ephemera has been collected by the Archivist. 
Additional material has been collected and the finding aid has been updated as of July 2016.  
 
Arrangement: 
Files have been organized by the archivist into the above series. 
 
Restrictions on access: 
Open 
 
Terms governing use and reproduction / publication: 
Various copyright holders. It is the researcher's responsibility to obtain permission to publish any 
part of the fonds. 
 
Provenance access points: 
Trinity College Literary Institute, 1854-2015 
 
 

 
SERIES 1: ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS, MINUTES OF MEETINGS 
 
 
Dates of creation: 
1849-2010 
 
Extent: 
53 cm of textual records 
 
Scope and content:  
This series consists of administrative records including the Trinity College Literary Institute’s 
Constitution with revisions and amendments. Bound volumes of Minutes exist throughout much of 
the TCLI’s history as do Minutes of Debates. During the later years, there are minutes and reports 
for various meetings and committees. Correspondence with possible speakers about addressing 
the TCLI annual dinners is included. Correspondence and images concerning the TCLI Coat of 
Arms, granted in October 2007. 
 
Box / file listing: 
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FOLDER/UNIT TITLE START 
DATE 

END 
DATE 

CONTENTS BOX/ 
FILE # 
 

The Constitution 
 

1923 1956 The Constitution of the Trinity College 
Literary Institute, Revised and 
Amended, 1923, 1927, 1931, 1935, 
1939, 1945, 1949, 1956. Published, 
small booklets. Two or three copies 
for some years. 
 

1-1 

The Constitution 
 
 

1965 2006 The Constitution of the Trinity College 
Literary Institute, Revised and 
Amended, 1965, 1968; Provisional 
Constitution of the Joint TCLI, 1974; 
Constitution of the TCLI, Last 
amended Spring 2006. Typewritten 
 

1-2 

The Constitution, 
Amendments 
 
 

1957 1963 Amendments to the Constitution, 
1957, 1961 to 1963. Typewritten 

1-3 

Administrative Records 
 

1942 1959 Reports, Minutes, Correspondence of 
the Governing Council, Treasurer, 
and various committees 
 

2-1 

Administrative Records 
 

1960 1963 As above 2-2 

Administrative Records 
 

1964 2009 As above 2-3 

Dinners, Invitations 
 

1954 1993 Invitations, thank you notes and other 
correspondence with speakers about 
attending TCLI dinners or 
lecture/discussion series, 1954 to 
1965, 1992, 1993 
Includes such notables as Lester B. 
Pearson; Hugh MacLean; John 
Turner; Réal Caouette; Pierre Elliot 
Trudeau; Kim Campbell; Scott 
Symons 
   

2-4 

Minute books, bound 
volumes 
 

1859 1874 Minute book, Council Minutes, 21 
February 1859 to 7 March 1874 
 

3-1 

“ 1878 1889 13 December 1878 to 29 March 1889 
 

3-2 

“ 1889 1896 11 October 1889 to 4 March 1897 
 

3-3 

“ 1897 1913 3 November 1897 to 10 October 1913 
 

3-4 

“ 1913 1925 24 October 1913 to 27 November 
1925 
 

4-1 

“ 1925 1934 5 December 1925 to 16 March 1934 
 

4-2 

“ 1940 1942 Minute book, Council Minutes, 17 
January 1940 to 4 April 1942  

4-3 
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“ 1942 1960 13 November 1942 to 16 November 

1960 
 

5-1 

“ 1960 1964 23 November 1960 to 17March 1964 5-2 

TCLI, Minutes of 
Meetings of the 
Government Council  
 

1921  1940 Minute book, Council Minutes, 6 
January 1921 to 10 January 1940 

5-3 

TCLI, Minutes of 
Meetings of the 
Government Council, 
bound volume  
 

1942 1960 Minute book, Council Minutes, 15 
December 1942 to 14 November 
1960 

6-1 

Minutes 
 

1956 1958 Minutes of various meetings, 
including Business, Ordinary and 
Annual meetings. Loose pages 
handwritten and typewritten 
 

6-2 

Minutes of Debates 
 

1957 1958 Minutes of Debates, 9 January 1957 
to 5 February 1958. Loose pages, 
typewritten 
 

6-3 

Minutes of Debates 
 

1964 1967 Minutes of Debates, 14 October 1964 
to 19 September 1967. Loose pages, 
handwritten 
 

6-4 

Anti-Minutes 1987 1987 Anti-Minutes, Vol.2:2, The official 
thorn in the government’s side, 26 
November 1987 
 

6-5 

Minutes of Debates 1991 1992 Minutes, 3 March 1991 to 27 
February 1992, including 
Constitutional Amendments to the 
TCLI, 9 January 1992 
 

6-6 

Prime Minister’s binder 1991 1992 Contents of the binder kept by PM 
Ravi Vakil, including correspondence, 
budgets, descriptions of events, 
Conversat material, and other 
administrative records 
 

6-7 
6-8 

Minutes 2004 2005 Booklet of “TCLI Minutes” by Brenna 
O’Brien 
 

7-1 

TCLI Administrative 
records, Miscellaneous 

2009 2010 Miscellaneous administrative records, 
including 2009-2010 Debate 
Schedule, Proposal for Cross Country 
Running Club 
 

7-2 

Coat of Arms 2006 2007 Correspondence with The Canadian 
Heraldic Authority about the proposed 
armorials for the Lit. Includes invoices 
for the preliminary artwork as well as 
the contract with the Chief Herald of 

7-3 
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Canada, Rideau Hall and final notice 
of the Grant of Arms, as published in 
the Canada Gazette, 6 October 2007. 
A CD shows two col. TIFF images: 
Coat of arms and central panel 
[downloaded into Lit Coat of Arms 
folder in Digital Images] 
 

Feathers 1975 1975 Three feathers: including two peacock 
feathers, apparently a pair, and a red 
plume. They were plumes for the 
speaker’s tri-cornered hat (Chuck 
Birchall 7T6) in 1975  
 

Oversize 
Box 1 
 

  
 

 
SERIES 2:  FINANCIAL RECORDS  
 
Dates of creation: 
1927-1994 
 
Extent: 
13 cm of textual records 
 
Scope and content: 
This series consists of some of Trinity College Literary Institute’s financial records for various 
years during the period of 1927 to 1994.  
 
Box / file listing: 
 
FOLDER/UNIT TITLE START 

DATE 
END 
DATE 

CONTENTS BOX/ 
FILE # 
 

Financial records 1959 1980 Reports, including Constitution 
Committee, 1959, 1960; Debates 
Secretary, 1960; Statement and 
Balance sheet, 16 March 1980  
 

7-4 

Bank pass book 1931 1937 Bank of Montreal pass book, 1 April 
1931 to 23 March 1937 
 

7-5 

Journal 1927 1939 Statement of income and expenses 
  

7-6 

Journal 1954 1955 Record of entries not involving bank. 
Loose pages 
 

7-7 

Financial Reports 1992 1993 Expenses, 1992; Budgets 1992-93, 
1993-94; Cash Flow Report, January 
through December 1992 
Receipt from Scott Mission for $500 
donation, 23 December 1992 
  

7-8 

Journal  1938 1956 Cash Book, 1938-39 to1955-56 
 

7-9 
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Journals 1990 1994 Journals, 1990-91; 1991-92, including 
one volume from 3 September 1990 
to 1 May 1992 Journal 1994-95  

7-10 

Financial records 1961 1966 Financial information, including 
Balance sheets and Budgets  
 

7-11 

 
 

 
SERIES 3: DEBATES COMMITTEE AND DEBATING 
 
Dates of creation: 
1849-2010 
 
Extent: 
40 cm of textual records 
1 photograph 
 
Scope and content: 
This series of records reflects the great importance debates and debating have played in the life 
of the Trinity College Literary Institute since its early days. The records of attendance, programs, 
invitations, posters and flyers indicate debate topics both serious and trivial. In addition to 
debating within Trinity College and the University of Toronto, students competed in debates at 
other Canadian universities, and at the World Universities Debating Tournaments in Australia and 
South Africa.  
 
Box / file listing: 
 
FOLDER/UNIT TITLE START 

DATE 
END 
DATE 

CONTENTS BOX/ 
FILE # 
 

Debates, Debating Club 1887 1966 “Programme for Inter-Collegiate 
Debate,”  
2 December 1887 
Debate topics, debating procedures, 
invitations, 1930s, 1950s, 1960s 
 

8-1 

Competitive Debates 
Committee (CDC), World 
Universities Debating 
Tournaments  
 

1991 1993 World Universities Debating 
Tournaments: Oxford 1993, 
Melbourne,  Australia 1994 
 

8-2 

Serious Debate posters [19__?] 2003 Two posters, TCLI and UofT 
Debating Union (UTDU) present the 
“1st Annual Interfaculty Debating 
Tournament” [year not shown] 
One poster UTDU Debates Seminar 
[year not shown] 
Sign-up sheet to represent TC at 
World Universities Debating 
Championships in South Africa, 2003 
 

8-3 

TCLI Dinners, Invitations 
and Programs  

1954 1978 Programs / Menus: 
Centennial dinner, 30 November 
1954 
Annual dinners, 1948, 1957, 1958, 

8-4 
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1960, 1961, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1970, 
1977, 1978  
Includes notable speakers such as 
Andreas Papandreous, Lister 
Sinclair, Réal Caouette, Marshall 
McLuhan, Ed Broadbent   
 

Debates - Posters, Flyers [1976?} [2003?] Various posters and flyers, many 
with no year given  
TCLI “Guide to Debating” [1976?] 
  

9-1 

“ [1981?] [1991?] Various posters and flyers, many 
with no year given  
 

9-2 

“ [2002?] [2003?] As above 
 

9-3 

“ [1991?] [1993?] As above 
 

9-4 

“ [1990?] [199_?] As above 
 

9-5 

Debate Posters [2009] [2010] Debate Posters by clerk Ali Malik-
Noor 
 

9-6 

Attendance at Debates 1849 1853 Record of attendance, including 
debates, bound volume 
  

10-1 

Roster of Attendance 1946 1964 Record of attendance, including 
debates, bound volume 
 

10-2 

Record of Attendance 1964 1980 Record of attendance, including 
debates, bound volume, 29 
September 1964 to 18 January 1980  
 

10-3 

Record of Attendance 1980 1989 Record of attendance, including 
debates, bound volume, 31 January 
1980 to 19 September 1989  
 

11-1 

Attendance at Debates [2005?] [2007?] Record of attendance at debates, 
bound volume, no dates, possibly 
2005 to 2007? 
 

11-2 

Peter M. Gibaut, Prime 
Minister 
 

2009 2010 Debate book, TCLI 2009-2010, of 
Peter Gibaut, with tabs for Calendar, 
Events, Ideas 
 

11-3 

Subway Debate [200-?] [200-?] Photograph of the   Speaker seated 
on the Speaker’s Chair, on a subway 
car, with other Lit members 
 
 [P3551] 1 photograph : col. ; 10 x 15 
cm 
 

11-4 

“The Lit Book,” ’09-10 2009 2010 Large bound volume describing all 
the debate topics, programs, 
participants during the year. Peter M. 
Gibaut, Prime Minister; Talia, 

Oversize 
Box 1 
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Speaker  
 

 
 
 
 

 
SERIES 4:  CONVERSAZIONE COMMITTEE 
 
Dates of creation: 
1889 - 2015 
 
Extent: 
13 cm of textual records 
2 m of graphic material 
3 artefacts 
 
Scope and content:  
This series of records documents the annual Conversazione Ball. Invitations, dance cards, flyers 
and programs are included from the early years. However, the bulk of the material is from the 
mid-1970s onward and includes programs, speakers’ guides, posters, flyers, some artefacts, and 
mock newspapers. This series shows the wide variety of themes covered for these annual events 
and the elaborate preparations that are traditionally involved.  For some years a ‘newspaper’ was 
produced in the weeks before Conversat to keep students informed about the event.   
 
Box / file listing: 
 
FOLDER/UNIT TITLE START 

DATE 
END 
DATE 

CONTENTS BOX/ 
FILE # 
 

Conversat Committee 1958 1969 Reports, 1958, 1962, 1963, 1966, 
1969 
Balance sheets and Minutes of 
Meetings, 1968, 1969 
Summary of Functions to be 
Performed, 1967  
1969 ticket 
1962 dinner menu 
 

12-1 

The Conversazione 1975 1979 Programs: TCLI Presents The 
Conversazione, 8 February, 1975; 
Passage to India (3 copies); 
Bacchanalia (3 copies); The Wizard 
of Oz (3 copies) 
 

12-2 

The Conversazione 1980 1980 Program: TCLI Presents The Old 
South (4 copies) 
 

12-3 

The Conversazione 1981 1981 Program: TCLI Presents Camelot (4 
copies) 
Letter and invitation to Henri Pilon 
describing the events planned for 
this year’s Conversazione 
Poster 
 

12-4 

Conversat 1982 1982 Program: Conversat 1982: A 12-5 
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Survival Kit 
Includes description of Conversat 
weekend and a master copy of the 
Program 
Flyer for screening of “Lawrence of 
Arabia” 
 

The 101st Annual 
Conversazione  

1984 1984 Program: TCLI Presents Through 
the Looking Glass 
“Looking-Glass” handout of what to 
expect and how to prepare for the 
Conversazione, 30 January 1984 (2 
copies) 
Invitation and letter to the Men and 
Women of Trinity College 
Flyer for “They saved John 
Strachan’s Brain,” comedy revue, 
1984 
 
Poster (2 copies) 
 

12-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oversize 
Box 1 
 

The 103rd Annual 
Conversazione 

1986 1986 Program and Flyer: The Case of the 
Missing Link: A Murder Mystery Ball 
Invitation noting Guest of Honour, 
William Hutt 
“Mr. Speaker’s Guide to: The Case 
of the Missing Link: A Murder 
Mystery Ball” (2 copies) 
 

12-7 

The 104th Annual 
Conversazione 

1987 1987 Mr. Speaker’s Guide: To an Evening 
at the Winter Palace, 7 February 
1987 
Letter and description of events 
 
Poster (2 copies) 
 

12-8 
 
 
 
Oversize 
Box 1 
 

The 105th Annual 
Conversazione 
 

1988 1988 Madam Speaker’s Guide to: 
Babylon Revisited: An Evening in 
the Jazz Age 
Invitation noting Guest of Honour, 
Maureen Forrester 
Poster for The Conversat Revue 
Conversat Committee Minutes, 27 
January 1988 
“The Rag,” newspaper (2 copies) 
 
Poster (2 copies) 
 

12-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oversize 
Box 1 
 

The 106th Annual 
Conversazione 

1989 1989 Invitation and Mr. Speaker’s Guide 
to: An Evening in the Afterlife: The 
Marriage of Heaven and Hell, 4 
February 1989; “Mr. Speaker’s 
Guide to the Afterlife,” program2 
“The Mortem Post,” newspaper, 29 
January to 3 February, Vol.106, 
Nos.1-6 (2 copies of Nos.3 and 5) 

12-10 
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Poster (3 copies) 

Oversize 
Box 1 
 

107th Annual 
Conversazione 

1990 1990 Invitation and Mr. Speaker’s Guide 
to: The Renaissance: Rebirth and 
Revival, 10 February 1990 
 “The Gutenburg Press,” newspaper 
 
Poster 
 

12-11 
 
 
 
Oversize 
Box 1 
 

108th Annual 
Conversazione 

1991 1991 Invitation and Mr. Speaker’s Guide 
to: Mardi Gras in New Orleans: A 
Masquerade Ball, 9 February 1991 
“The New Orleans Times / 
Picayune,” newspaper 
 
Posters  
 

12-12 
 
 
 
 
Oversize 
Box 1 
and  
M/C 
 

Conversat,  “The Very 
Best of Europe” 

1991 1992 Passport: To a United Europe - Mr. 
Speaker’s Guide to an Elegant 
Conversazione Ball 
“The Diplomat,” newspaper 
 

12-13 

110th Conversat 1993 1993 Madam Speaker’s Guide to: The 
Roaring 20’s, Flappers and 
Philosophers 
Conversat 1993: A Handy 
Reference Guide to the Roaring 
20s,  
“The Flapper,” newspaper  
Script of  play 
 
Poster  
 

12-14 
 
 
 
 
 
Oversize 
Box 1 
 

111th Annual 
Conversazione 

1994 1994 Invitation and Mr. Speaker’s Guide 
to: Dante’s Inferno 
“The Inferno,”  Flyer 
 

12-15 

Journal of 112th Trinity 
College Conversazione 

1995 1995 The Organ Grinder, Special Issue - 
Conversat Week Preview, 29 
January to 3 February 1995, 
newspaper 
 

12-16 

Official Journal of 113th 
Trinity College 
Conversazione 
 

1996 1996 The Dark Lord, 5, 6, 8 February 
1996, newspaper 

12-17 

114th Conversazione 1997 1997 The Daily Vulcan, Star Wars, 3 
February 1997; Stop that Chewie, 
I’m Married to Leia Now!, 5  
February 1997; Sgt. Vader’s Lonely 
Hearts Club Band, 6 February 1997, 
newspapers 
 

12-18 
 
 
 
 
 
Oversize 
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Poster 
 

Box 1  
 

Conversat 1998 1998 1998 The Dallas Morning News, 27 
January to 6 February 1998, 
Vol.1:1-4 and Vol.1:6, newspaper 
 
Poster 
 

12-19 
 
 
Oversize 
Box 1 

116th Conversazione 1999 1999 Program: Bondversat: The 
International Espionage Experience. 
”Mr. Speaker’s Guide to the 116th 
Conversazione, Baby!” 1-6 February 
1999 
 

12-20 

117th Conversazione 2000 2000 Program: Conversat 2000: A Walk 
in the Clouds. Madame Speaker’s 
Guide to the 117th Conversazione, 
31 January - 5 February 2000 
 

12-21 

118th Conversazione 2001 2001 Program: Casablanca: Mr. 
Speaker’s Guide to the 118th 
Conversazione, 5-10 February 2001 
 

12-22 

120th Conversazione 2003 2003 Program: Tsarversat 2003: A Guide 
by Mr. Speaker (Theme: Imperial 
Russia) 
Various promotional flyers 
 

12-23 

Conversat: 121st 
Conversazione 

2004 2004 Program: Veniceversat, 2-7 
February 2004. Flyer and coloured 
poster, 12 February 2004 
 

12-24 

Conversat 2005 2005 2005 Program: Great Gatsversat, 26 
February 2005, Conversat week, 
21-26 February 2005. The 
Conversazione presents earlier 
events, 2-4 February 2005. The 
Great Gatsby Program flyer (4 
copies) 
 

12-25 

Conversat 2006 2006 Program: Rougeversat  
 

12-26 

Conversat 2007 2007 Program: Through the Looking 
Glass-versat 
 

12-27 

Conversat Proposals 2010 2010 Conversat 2010 Proposals: 
Résistanversat; A Murder at 
Conversat; Starversat 
 

12-28 

Conversat 2013, Al 
Caponeversat 

2013 2013 Two flyers for Al Caponeversat, 
2013 
 
Posters for Al Caponeversat: 
- Speakeasy 
- Invitation to Strachan Hall 
- WANTED: Public Enemy No.1:  

12-29 
 
 
Oversize 
Box 1 
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Thomas “The spin doctor” Slabon 
Christopher “Cain the Cane” 
Hogendoorn 
 

132nd Conversazione, 
2015 

2015 2015 Proposal and Program: A Starry 
Night. Includes invitation, Speaker’s 
Guide and promotional flyer for the 
Gold & Silver Ball, 15 January 2015 
[Art and Design by Cameron Jones] 
 
Poster   

12-30 
 
 
 
 
Oversize 
Box 1 
 

Miscellaneous Conversat 
material 

1889 1998 Miscellaneous Conversat material 
including:  
Invitations, including invitation form 
letter 1964: 1903, 1912, [1913], 
1952, 1964, 1966-1969, 1972, 
1975, 1978, 1983, 1985, 1998 
Dance cards: 1911, 1931, 1934, 
[1944-45?], 1946, 1947, 1948,1969  
Musical programs: 1889, 1931, 
1949  [including dance card] 
Annual Dinners: 1948, 24 January 
[Guest of Honour, Lester B. 
Pearson; Signatures on back]; 1970 
[25 February and 16 November]   
 

12-31 

Miscellaneous Conversat 
material 

[197-?] [199-?] Miscellaneous undated material, 
including list of Conversat Guests of 
Honour: 1981-1991  
 

12-32 

132nd Conversazione  2015 2015 Summart Report prepared by Co-
Chairs:  Raajan Aery, Patrick 
Andison, and Anthony Marchese – 
typed and bound document 
 

12-33 

Centenary Conversazione  
 

1952 1952 Invitation to Conversazione 12-34 
 

133rd Conversazione 2016 2016 Guest Book for Grand Hotel 
Conversat 

12-35 
 
 

Conversazione posters 
 

1975 1989 Posters for: Conversazione 1975; 
Conversazione ’85, Mardi Gras, 3 
February  
  
[See also posters noted in entries 
above] 
 

Oversize 
Box 1 
 

Conversazione posters 
 

1990 2015 Posters for: 112th Conversazione, 
“Appreciate, Glorify, Celebrate the 
Human Body, 4 February 1995, 
Grand Trinity Hotel – 133rd 
Conversazione, Inferno – 111th 
Conversazione  
 
[See also posters noted in entries 

Oversize 
Box 1 
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above] 
 

Conversat 2012, 
Information sheet and 
Posters   

2012 2012 Poster - Conversat 2012, 20,000 
Beats Under the Sea, large and 
small posters  
Information sheet on the Conversat 
2012 Week events, originally rolled 
and tied with a ribbon 
 

MC 3/5 
 
 
 
Oversize 
Box 1  
 

Large posters 
 

1988 1989 Two large posters for 1988 and 
1989 Conversats, hand-painted on 
brown paper. Two large set pieces 
(approximately 1 x 4 metres), both 
hand painted and drawn in tempera 
and marker on brown paper.  Both 
are aerial views, one of Trinity 
College, surrounded by "seas" 
(Trinity Sea, U of T sea, etc.) and 
one of St. Hilda's College, 
surrounded by the St. Hilda's Sea 
(Devonshire Place).  
 

MC (On 
top of 
MC) 

Proposal for 1988-89 
Conversat including 
oversize art piece 
 

1988 1989 “Conversat ’88-’89 The Afterlife” 
including Conversat proposal of Ann 
Connon and Charles Pick, the 1989 
Conversat Convenors 
    

MC 3/5 
and 
Oversize 
folder 1 

Large Conversat Posters 1975 2012 Posters for Wizard of Oz, Missing 
Link, 20,000 Beats, Missing Link, 
Passage to India 

MC 3/5 
and 
Oversize 
Box 1 
 

 
 

 
SERIES 5:  MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Dates of creation: 
1967 - 2010 
 
Extent:  
13 cm of textual records 
1 scrapbook 
1 graphic item 
 
Scope and content: 
This series includes a scrapbook and binder pages from the early 1990s outlining the Institute’s 
history, governance and activities. There are also posters and flyers for various TCLI events and 
activities, as well as a newsletters (LITLETTER and Plvmpvdding) and information sheets about 
TCLI during the late 1970s.  
 
Box / file listing: 
 
FOLDER/UNIT TITLE START 

DATE 
END 
DATE 

CONTENTS BOX/ 
FILE # 
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Trinity College Literary 
Institute Tome 

1990 1991 TCLI Tome, 1990-1991, Volume I, 
compiled by David A. Crerar and 
Ravi D. Vakil, 27 April 1991 
Scrapbook includes brief history of 
the TCLI and its activities, photos, 
posters, newspaper clippings 
Includes The Prime Minister’s Lit 
Report, loose pages at end of 
scrapbook [1991?] 
   

13-1 

Lit Binder (1/5)  1991 2001 “Lit Binder: A Compendium of all 
Things Literary and Institutional” by 
Ravi Vakil 9T2, TCLI Prime Minister 
1991-92 
Unbound pages includes information 
on all aspects of the TCLI, its 
committees, amendments to the 
constitution, First and Second 
Semesters, Ideas for the Future, 
various Meeting Notes. Majority of 
materials from 1991-1992 but others 
added by successive Prime Ministers 
 

13-2 

Lit Binder (25)—Mark 
Karpinski  

2001 2002 Materials added to binder by Mark 
Karpinski. Lit crest drawing, 
correspondence (including email 
correspondence), proposal of JCR 
and College additions, contact list, 
schedule of debates, financial 
information 
 

13-3 

Lit Binder (3/5)  
 

1992 2011 Documents added to binder by 
Prime Ministers after Ravi Vakil. 
Committee constitutions, budgets, 
correspondence (including email 
correspondence), lit boards project, 
debate ideas, 1992-1993 calendar, 
1993-1994 calendar, constitutional 
amendments, and constitution of the 
TCLI 
 

13-4 

Lit Binder (4/5) – Tuck Ins 
 

[2010] [2014] Tuck in forms 
 

13-5 

Lit Binder (5/5) – Art  
 

[2010] [2014] 4 Watercolour paintings by unknown 
artist 
 

13-6 

Posters, Flyers, 
Invitations 

[1987?] [1992?] Miscellaneous posters and flyers for 
TCLI events such as Beer & Pizza, 
Campari and Croquet, Wine Tasting, 
Musical evenings 
 

13-7 

Guy Fawkes events 1991 2002 Posters, Flyers for Guy Fawkes Day, 
1991, 1992, 1993, 2002 
 

13-8 

Letter from Ravi Vakil 1993 1993 Handwritten letter from Ravi Vakil to 13-9 
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Lorenzo[?], the new Prime Minister, 
15 June 1993 
 

LITLETTER   
 

1977 1977 LITLETTER, TCLI’s one page 
information sheet, published bi-
weekly; No dates given  [September 
1977?] 
   

13-10 

LITLETTER 1977 1977 LITLETTER  [September 1977?] 
   
 

13-11 

LITLETTER 1977 1977 LITLETTER  [October 1977?]  
   

13-12 

LITLETTER 1977 1977 LITLETTER  [October 1977?]   
   

13-13  

LITLETTER 1977 1977 LITLETTER  [November 1977?]   
(3 copies) 
   

13-14 
 

LITLETTER 1978 1978 LITLETTER  [January 1978?] 
   

13-15  

LITLETTER 1978 1978 LITLETTER, Special edition, 
Conversazione Informazione  
[February 1978?] 
(3 copies) 
   

13-16 

LITLETTER 1978 1978 LITLETTER  [March 1978?] 
   

13-17 

Plvmpvdding, Newsletter 
of TCLI 
 

1967 1967 First issue of Plvmpvdding 
[Plumpudding], 26 October 1967 (2 
copies) 
Letter from George W. Spragge, 
archivist to William Cooke, Clerk of 
the House, Editor of Plvmpvdding 
 

13-18 

Tuck-in Forms 2009 2010 Tuck-ins, 2009-2010 
 

13-19 

Poems, A. Swann and S. 
Kim 

[19??] [20??] Typewritten poems on three loose 
pages 
 

13-20    

Trinity College, 125th 
Anniversary 

[1977] [1977] Flyer for January 15 and 16, and 
handwritten notes for Mock Trial of 
John Strachan 
  

13-21 

Hand-lettered posters 
and Christmas Party 
Poster  

[197-] [198-] Hand-lettered posters for St. 
Patrick’s Day debate, Saturday 
morning cartoons, end-of-year party, 
AGM of the TCLI. Christmas Debate 
and Party, [197-?] 
 

MC 3/5 
Folder 3 

Painting 2014 2014 Acrylic on canvas, 40.5 x 30.5 cm.  
Portrait of “Christofleur 
Hogenadorned” [Christopher 
Hogendoorn], Prime Minister of The 
Lit 2013-14. Artist: Marissa Martins, 
4 October 2013 
 

Oversize 
Box 1 
(top) 
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Public Lectures, Posters [1968?] [1968?] Poster for a public lecture [1968?], 
26 February, 4 and 11 March, Things 
that go bump in the night 
  

Oversize 
Box 1 
 
 
 
 

“Conversailles” Guest 
Book 
 
 

2018 2018 Fabric-covered guest book for the 
135th Conversazione, 
"Conversailles", held in Strachan 
Hall, 3 February 2018 

Oversize 
Box 1 

     

 

 

. 


