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FRANCES ISOBEL LAWSON FONDS  

 
Dates of creation  

1910-1991 

 

Extent 

91 cm of textual records 

70 photographs 

  

Biographical sketch   

Frances Isobel Lawson (née Garbutt) was born on 30 April 1910 in Percy Township, Ontario. 

Lawson worked at Trinity College from the 1960s to the 1980s in the Office of Convocation. 

For much of that period she was responsible for maintaining records on graduates of the 

College and compiling the personal notices in the “Convocation Bulletin” (later Trinity 

magazine) as well as organizing such events as the Theological Education Sunday. She came 

to know clerical graduates of the College in particular very well.  

 

Frances Isobel Garbutt married Arthur Wendell Phillips Lawson on 17 June 1947 in Toronto, 

Ontario. He died in 1952 in Ohio. Frances Isobel Lawson died on 17 August 1991 in Toronto.  

 

Scope and content 

Fonds consist of correspondence with friends and Trinity associates, newspaper clippings, 

photographs, ephemera, and information on people such as Charles F. Pashler, George 

Ignatieff, and William Wright. Files include extensive information on the Theological 

Education Sundays project. Also included is a file with information on the ordination of 

women into the Anglican Church.  

 

 

Notes 

Acquisition history: Materials received from the estate of Isobel Lawson following her death.  

 

Arrangement: Materials have been arranged by the archivist following original order where 

possible. 

 

Restrictions on access: Open 

 

Terms governing use and reproduction / publication: Various copyright holders. It is the 

researcher’s responsibility to obtain permission to publish any part of the fonds.  

 

Provenance access points: Lawson, Frances Isobel, 1910-1991 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Location / File Listing: 

 

FOLDER/UNIT 

TITLE 

START 

DATE 

END 

DATE 

CONTENTS               BOX/ 

FILE 

# 

Correspondence  1931 1939 File contains typed and handwritten 

personal correspondence.  

 1-1 

 Correspondence  1940 1945 File contains typed and handwritten 

personal correspondence including 

postcards.  

1-2 

Correspondence  1946 1949 File contains typed and handwritten 

personal correspondence including 

greeting cards and postcards.  

1-3 

Correspondence  1950 1951 File contains typed and handwritten 

personal correspondence including 

postcards.  

1-4 

Correspondence - 

condolences  

 

1952 1952 File contains condolence letters, telegrams, 

and cards received by Lawson after the 

death of her husband.  

 

1-5 

Correspondence  

 

1971 1974 File contains typed and handwritten 

personal correspondence including 

greeting cards and postcards.  

 

1-6 

Correspondence  

 

1975 1978 File contains typed and handwritten 

personal correspondence including 

greeting cards and postcards.  

 

1-7 

Correspondence 1953 1953 File contains typed and handwritten 

personal correspondence including 

postcards.  

1-8 

Correspondence 1960 1968 File contains typed and handwritten 

personal correspondence including 

postcards.  

1-9 

Correspondence –  

T. Stannage Boyle 

[194-] [195-] File contains personal correspondence and 

postcards from T. Stannage Boyle.  

 

 2-1 
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Correspondence  1979 1979 File contains typed and handwritten 

personal correspondence including 

greeting cards and postcards.  

 

 2-2 

Correspondence 

 

1980 1986 File contains typed and handwritten 

correspondence including postcards.  

 

2-3 

Poetry 1932 1932 File contains handwritten poetry received 

by Isobel Lawson.  

 

2-4 

Correspondence  1990 1991 File contains handwritten and typed 

correspondence including postcards.  

 

2-5 

Correspondence - 

George Ignatieff  

 

[197-] [197-] File contains handwritten correspondence, 

postcards, and greeting card from George 

Ignatieff.  

 

2-6 

Correspondence  [197-] [197-] File contains personal letters, postcards, 

and holiday cards.  

 

2-7 

Financial 

Documents 

[1938] [1942] File contains documents regarding 

Lawson’s investments.  

 

2-8 

Bookplates [193-?] [194-?] File contains personalized bookplates.  

 

3-1 

Cards - 

Miscellaneous  

[194-?] [196-?] File contains postcards and greeting cards.  

 

3-2 

Certificates and 

reports 

1910 1948 File contains birth, confirmation, and 

marriage certificates, school certificates 

and report cards.  

 

3-3 

Howard Hewlett 

Clark 

[1971?] 1971?] File contains three page document about 

Clark by unknown author.  

 

3-4 

F.H. Cosgrave 1961 1961 File contains address given by Cosgrave at 

the Memorial service for Gerald Larkin, 

typed “Tribute to Provost Cosgrave” by 

Deborah Hill.  

 

3-5 
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E.R. Fairweather 1958 1967 File contains addresses by Fairweather — 

“The ‘New Theology’” and “God’s Gift of 

Ministry”. Also includes writings “The 

Church of the Living God,” volume IX of 

Canadian Journal of Theology, “History of 

the Plummer Family” by J.O. Plummer, and 

conference booklet.  

1 photograph : b&w ; 17 cm x 23 cmz  

   

3-6 

George Ignatieff 1973 1980 File contains “Personal Faith in the 

Technological Age” typed document and 

newspaper clippings. 

11 photographs : b&w/col ; 25 cm x 20 cm 

or smaller  

3-7 

Lawson - Garbutt 1940 1947 File contains memorial service booklet and 

“In Memorium” book for William John 

Garbutt, wedding announcements for 

Isobel Garbutt and Wendall Lawson, 

newspaper clippings (birth 

announcements, obituaries, and wedding 

announcements).  

1 photograph : b+w ; 13 cm x 8 cm.  

3-8 

Ordination and 

other cards 

1964 1981 File contains cards.  

 

3-9 

Ordination of 

women 

 

1975 1977 File contains typed documents regarding 

the ordination of women in the Anglican 

Church, Toronto Star clipping. 

3-10 

Charles F. Pashler 1953 1991 File contains newspaper clippings, 

ordination notice, St. Bartholomew’s 

Church event pamphlets/cards and 

newsletters, typed document - “A Tribute 

to the Late Canon Charles Frederick 

Pashler, Canon Pashler Memorial Fund 

information, Annual Reports. 

1 photograph : b&w ; 17 cm x 12 cm 

3-11 

Trinity College 

Chapel 

1959 1971 File contains newspaper clipping, 

programme for “A service of lessons and 

carols,” programme for Vespers.  

 

3-12 

Trinity College 

Faculty of Divinity 

 

1926 1963 File contains 1926 Convocation 

programme, convocation invitation, 

brochures.  

3-13 
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Trinity College 

miscellaneous  

 

1922 1972 File contains booklet of members of 

corporation, Theological Education Sunday 

booklet, invitations, empty matchbooks, 

programme for the opening of the new 

academic building of Trinity College, 

benefactors booklet, song sheet.  

 

3-14 

Family and friends 

 

[192-?] [198-?] Photographs of family and friends. 

6 photographs : b&w/col ; 18 cm x 22 cm 

or smaller.  

 

3-15 

Prayer Book [1990] [1990] File contains prayer books and typed 

documents regarding the BCP/BAS 

Controversy and the Prayer Book Society 

of Canada. 

 

3-16 

Lawson Family 1917 1933 File contains Canadian National Railways 

pass for Mr. A.T. Lawson and wife, booklet 

“The Life of William Lawson: one of the 

builders of Canada” written by himself, 

newspaper clippings. 

 

4-1 

Wendall P. Lawson 

Career 

1945 1950 File contains newspaper clippings and 

photocopies of newspaper clippings. 

 

4-2 

Clippings - deaths 

of Eldridge and 

Clara B. Stanton 

 

1912 1912 File contains newspaper clippings. 4-3 

Correspondence 

 

1936 1956 File contains handwritten correspondence 

and postcards.  

 

4-4 

University of 

Toronto  

[1920] [1926] File contains Hart House evening concert 

programme, commencement programme, 

postcard and greeting card.  

 

4-5 

Will  1982 1982 File contains copy of the last will and 

testament of Frances Isobel Lawson. 

 

4-6 
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William Wright 1990 1990 File contains newspaper clippings, 

Christmas card, and photograph showing 

the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Visit to 

S.S.J.E in 1966.  

1 photograph : b&w ; 9 cm x 14 cm 

4-7 

Miscellaneous 

pamphlets and 

published items 

 

1921 1974 File contains pamphlets, booklets, and 

cards.  

 

4-8 

Isobel Lawson, 

Wendall Lawson 

photographs 

[194-?] 195-?] File contains 12 photographs of Isobel 

Lawson at various stages of life and one 

photograph of Wendall Lawson.  

13 photographs : b&w/col, 15 cm x 10 cm 

or smaller 

 

4-9 

Trinity College 

Postcards 

[194-?] [1965] File contains 5 postcards showing Trinity 

College.  

 

4-10 

Trinity Events 1931 [198-?] Photographs and negatives of Trinity 

events. 

9 photographs : b&w/col ; 25 cm x 20 cm 

or smaller 

2 negatives  

 

4-11 

Roland F. Palmer 

 

[195-?] 1966 Photographs of Roland F. Palmer. 

3 photographs : b&w/col ; 11.5 cm x 8.5 cm 

or smaller.  

 

4-12 

Wendall Lawson 

 

1952 1952 File contains newspaper obituary.  

 

4-13 

Trinity Students [196-?] [197-?] Graduation photographs of Trinity 

Students. 

19 photographs : b&w/col ; 25 cm x 17 cm 

or smaller  

 

4-14 

Newspaper 

clippings 

 

1961 1990 File contains clippings from various 

newspapers.  

 

4-15 

Theological 

Education Sunday I 

1951 1975 File contains pamphlets and information 

about Theological Education Sunday, 

correspondence, financial reports. 

5-1 
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Theological 

Education Sunday II 

1960 1961 File contains newspaper clippings, 

correspondence, handwritten notes, 

informational leaflets. 

 

5-2 

Theological 

Education Sunday III 

1952 1962 File contains notebook with financial 

information and financial summaries.  

 

5-3 

Theological 

Education Sunday III 

1962 1976 File contains leaflets, correspondence, 

financial summaries.  

 

5-4 

Divinity Newsletter  

 

1951 1960 File contains Divinity Convocation 

programme, typed newsletters, and 

magazine clippings.  

 

5-5 

Correspondence 1956 1976 File contains typed and handwritten 

correspondence, newspaper clippings, 2 

photographs : b&w ; 18 cm x 12.5 cm 

 

5-6 

Notebook  

 

1961 1962 File contains notebook with handwritten 

notes, correspondence tucked inside.  

 

5-7 

Newspaper 

Clippings  

 

1967 1976 File contains clippings from various 

newspapers.  

 

5-8 

Clerical Alumni  

 

[196-?] [197-?] File contains lists of clerical graduates.  

 

6-1 

Clerical Alumni 

Conference 

 

1948 1972 File contains invitations, programmes, 

pamphlets, and correspondence related to 

annual conference.  

 

6-2 

Trinity College 

Divinity Alumni 

Annual Meeting  

 

1961 1975 File contains schedule, correspondence, 

interim report.  

6-3 

Theological 

Education Sunday  

 

1959 1971 File contains memo and correspondence, 

pamphlet, receipts, and handwritten lists 

of alumni.  

 

6-4 
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Divinity Class 

Graduation 

 

 

1961 1966 File contains class and prize lists, 

graduation ceremony programmes, 

graduation addresses, newspaper 

clippings. 

 

6-5 

Divinity Lists  

 

1950 1951 File contains lists of divinity graduates.  

 

6-6 

F.H. Cosgrave 1962 1971 File contains photocopies of newspaper 

clippings, Corporation statement about 

Cosgrave’s death, address given by Canon 

Roland F. Palmer at the memorial 

Eucharist for the late Canon F. H. 

Cosgrave, sermon delivered by the 

Reverend Canon F.H. Cosgrave – St. 

Bartholomew’s Church. 

1 photograph : b&w ; 21 cm x 16 cm  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

6-7 

Trinity College 

miscellaneous  

 

1937                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        1976 File contains members of convocation 

booklets, Trinity College song book, 

benefactors’ booklet, S.H.C.A.A. Executive 

lists, admission scholarship lists, 

committee lists, sermons, correspondence, 

annual report, endowment brochures, and 

facts and figures.  

 

6-8 

Trinity College 

Events  

1956                                                         1976 File contains programmes for convocation 

ceremonies and chapel services, 

invitations.  

 

6-9 

Photographs – 

laying the 

cornerstone of the 

Chapel? 

[1955] [1955] Photographs of laying of the Chapel 

cornerstone[?]; 1 reproduction of Manly 

MacDonald etching of Trinity College. 

2 photographs : b&w ; 10 cm x 15 cm or 

smaller 

6-10 

Trinity College 

Corporation  

 

1961 1976 File contains Trinity fee information, 

corporation membership lists, annual 

reports, Trinity College facts and figures, 

report of the committee on residential life, 

correspondence, convocation annual 

general meeting agenda.  

 

7-1 
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Jack Wright 1978 1978 File contains “citation for Jack Wright for 

honorary degree of doctor of sacred 

letters”, typed profile on Jack Wright. 

 

7-2 

Events  

 

1968 1975 File contains programmes for 

convocations, chapel events, and 

installation of Provost Owen, schedule for 

the Toronto visit of the Archbishop of 

Canterbury. 

 

7-3 

Curriculum Vitae  

 

[196-] [196-] File contains CVs of Francis W. Beare, E.R. 

Fairweather, and, Howard Hewlett Clark, 

biographies of C. Allan Ashley, Wilmot 

Haggerty Broughall. 

 

7-4 

Correspondence  1962 1977 File contains typed and handwritten 

correspondence.  

 

7-5 

Trinity 

Miscellaneous  

1949 1976 File contains Trinity College Chapel 

Newsletter, St. Hilda’s College Alumnae 

Association Newsletter. 

7-6 

 

 

 


