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Gift of Sean Kane 2011 
 
Includes correspondence with Margaret Atwood, primarily about the work of Robert 
Bringhurst, and Sean Kane’s The Cloud Herder; Graeme Gibson, including his 
screenplay of As For Me and My House by Sinclair Ross; Robert Bringhurst, including 
drafts of works by Bringhurst; Scott Symons correspondence, partly concerning Civic 
Square, Helmet of Flesh, [including Morocco letters] 1974- , drafts of Civic Square; John 
McConnell correspondence and novel draft; extensive editorial and personal Dennis Lee 
correspondence, 1970-2010 and extensive draft material of poems, prose, including 
literary essays and other material by Dennis Lee, with extensive editorial comments by 
Sean Kane  
 
 
Extent: 18 boxes and items (3 metres) 
 
Biographical note 
 

Sean Kane was appointed to the University of Toronto English department, following his 
Ph.D. there in 1972. He left to join Trent University, becoming the chair of Cultural 
Studies when it was founded in 1978. These institutions are remembered in his Inward of 
Poetry (2011), a memoir of the golden age of English Studies at U of T, seen in the letters 
of his teachers, and in Virtual Freedom (2002), a mass market novel about Trent that was 
shortlisted for the Leacock Medal. 
Kane’s interests fall in the sub-fields of oral metaphysics, ecophenomenology, 
biosemiotics, complexity theory and (possibly) speculative materialism. These are the 
intellectual settings of his continuing study of the nineteenth-century Haida thinker Skaay 
of Qquuna, whom he presents as Canada’s first philosopher. Preparation for this enquiry 
was made by Kane in his Wisdom of the Mythtellers (1994, 2/e 1998) which was adopted 
as a text in many places and established him as “an important successor to Northrop 
Frye” (Literary Review of Canada). Besides the influence of this teacher, Kane’s 
intellectual horizons were formed by the wondertales told by the storytelling artist Alice 
Kane, whose work he published as The Dreamer Awakes (1995), and by his early 
research at the Warburg Institute and the University of Toronto on the poet Edmund 
Spenser, published as Spenser’s Moral Allegory (1989). 

From: http://www.trentu.ca/culturalstudiesphd/faculty.php 
 
Sean Kane is the son of Hugh Kane, senior publisher at McClelland & Stewart, and 
Macmillan Canada, known for such successes as Joseph ‘Joey’ Smallwood’s I Chose 
Canada, John Diefenbaker’s Our Canada and Dennis Lee’s Alligator Pie.  
 
 
 

http://www.trentu.ca/culturalstudiesphd/faculty.php
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Box 1 
29 folders 

Margaret Atwood correspondence with 
Sean Kane, primarily about Robert 
Bringhurst and Sean Kane’s The Cloud-
herder, 1999-2008  
Graeme Gibson, 1970s-2011  
correspondence with Sean Kane 
screenplay of As For Me and My House by 
Graeme Gibson from the novel by Sinclair 
Ross 

  
Folder 1 Sean Kane notes on Margaret Atwood 

correspondence 
  
Folder 2 Margaret Atwood correspondence, mostly 

re: Bringhurst, 1999-2002 
Sean Kane course syllabus 

  
Folder 3 Margaret Atwood correspondence 

Re: Globe and Mail  article and MA review 
of Robert Bringhurst’s Being in Being : 
The Collected Works of a Master Haida 
Mythteller by Skaay of the Qquuna  

  
Folder 4 Margaret Atwood correspondence 2004 
  
Folder 5 Sean Kane short story edited in holograph 

by Margaret Atwood 
  
Folder 6 Margaret Atwood correspondence 2007 
  
Folder 7 Margaret Atwood correspondence 2008 
  
Folder 8 Margaret Atwood correspondence 2008 

With Sean Kane paper ‘Why Study 
Humanities’ 

  
Folder 9 Sean Kane notes on Graeme Gibson 

Correspondence and other material 
  
Folders 10-15 Copy of screenplay, As For Me and My 

House by Graeme Gibson from the Sinclair 
Ross novel 
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Folder 16 Graeme Gibson correspondence 1976 

2 TLS 
  
Folder 17 Graeme Gibson correspondence 1982 

1 TLS 
  
Folder 18 Clipping re: Graeme Gibson 1982 
  
Folder 19 Graeme Gibson correspondence 1980s 
  
Folder 20 Graeme Gibson correspondence 1990s 
  
Folder 21 Graeme Gibson correspondence 2000s 
  
Folders 22-23 Graeme Gibson email 2003 
  
Folder 24 Graeme Gibson email 2003-2004 
  
Folder 25 Graeme Gibson email and correspondence 

2000s 
  
Folder 26 Graeme Gibson email 2008 
  
Folder 27 Graeme Gibson email 2008-2009 
  
Folder 28 Graeme Gibson email 2010 
  
Folder 29 Graeme Gibson email 2011 
  
Box 2 
18 folders 

Robert Bringhurst correspondence 
1982-1994 

  
Folder 1 Sean Kane notes on Robert Bringhurst 

correspondence 
  
Folder 2 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

1982-1986 
  
Folder 3 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

1986-1988 
  
Folder 4 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

1989 
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Folder 5 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

1990 
  
Folders 6-8 Robert Bringhurst correspondence  

1991 
  
Folders 9-11 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

1992 
  
Folders 12-16 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

1993 
  
Folders 17-18 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

1994 
  
Box 3 
13 folders 

Robert Bringhurst correspondence 
1994-1996 

  
Folders 1-5 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

1994 
  
Folders 6-8 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 1995 
  
Folders 9-13 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 1996 
  
Box 4 
13 folders 

Robert Bringhurst correspondence  
1997-1998 

  
Folders 1-4 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

January-June 1997 
  
Folders 5-11 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

July – December 1997 
  
Folders 12-13 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

January – June 1998 
  
Box 5 
13 folders 

Robert Bringhurst correspondence 
1998-2000 

  
Folders 1-2 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

January – June 1998 
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Folders 3-6 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 
July – December 1998 

  
Folders 7-10 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

1999 
  
Folders 11-13 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 

January – June 2000 
  
Box 6 
6 folders 

Robert Bringhurst correspondence 
2000 

  
Box 7 
17 folders 

Robert Bringhurst correspondence 
2001-2003 

  
Folders 1-4 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 2001 
  
Folders 5-11 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 2002 
  
Folders 12-17 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 2003 
  
Box 8 
27 folders 

Robert Bringhurst correspondence 2004 
Drafts of work by Robert Bringhurst, 
including Ghandl 

  
Folders 1-4 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 2004 
  
Folders 5-7 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 2005 
  
Folder 8 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 2006 
  
Folder 9 Ellipse ’76 with ANS 
  
Folders 10-11 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 2006 
  
Folder 12 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 2007 
  
Folder 13 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 2008 
  
Folder 14 Robert Bringhurst correspondence 2009 
  
Folders 15-17 Max Planck Prize correspondence  
  
Folder 18 Ten Poems: Ghandl of the Qayahl Llaanas 
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proofs 
  
Folders 19-23 Nine Visits to the Mythworld  

Ghandl proof 
  
Folders 24-26  Being Within Being: the collected works of 

Skaay of the Qquuna Qiighawaay  
  
Folder 27 About Robert Bringhurst 
  
Box 9 
35 folders 

Robert Bringhurst drafts 
Scott Symons correspondence 1974 
[all letters sent as one package from 
Morocco] 

  
Folder 1 Robert Bringhurst Sedgewick Lecture 

drafts, University of British Columbia 
  
Folder 2 ‘The Story of Who Killed Nine of his 

Nephews’, signed draft by Robert 
Bringhurst 

  
Folder 3 ‘The Fragments of Parmenides’ drafts by 

Robert Bringhurst 
  
Folder 4 Baroque, Renaissance, Neo-classical 
  
Folder 5 ‘Gunanansimgit’ draft with ALS 
  
Folder 6 ‘Earth, Technology, Polyphony and 

Ancestors’, draft by Robert Bringhurst 
  
Folder 7 ‘All the Desanctified Places’, signed draft 

by Robert Bringhurst 
  
Folder 8 ‘Off the Road: Journeys in the Past, Present 

and Future of Canadian Literature’ draft by 
Robert Bringhurst 

  
Folder 9 A Story as Sharp as a Knife  reviews 
  
Folder 10 Robert Bringhurst biographical note 
  
Folder 11 ‘The Tree of Meaning’ draft by Robert 
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Bringhurst 
  
Folder 12 ‘Xhuuya Qagaanaas’ Robert Bringhurst 

draft 
  
Folder 13 ‘The Humanity of Speaking’ draft by 

Robert Bringhurst 
  
Folder 14 ‘The Critic in the Rain: a review essay’, by 

Robert Bringhurst 
  
Folder 15 ‘Solitary Raven’ proof by Robert 

Bringhurst 
  
Folder 16 ‘Everywhere Being is Dancing’ 

drafts by Robert Bringhurst 
  
Folder 17 ‘The Origin of Horses’ inscribed by Robert 

Bringhurst 
  
Folder 18 ‘One They Gave Away: John Sky of the 

Qquuna Qiighawasi’ inscribed by Robert 
Bringhurst 

  
Folder 19 ‘Raven Travelling’ drafts by Robert 

Bringhurst 
  
Folder 20 ‘Singing with the Frogs’ drafts by Robert 

Bringhurst 
  
Folder 21 ‘Zisi’ draft by Robert Bringhurst 
  
Folders 22-23 New World Suite by Robert Bringhurst 
  
 Scott Symons correspondence 1974: 

All following letters sent in one package to 
Sean Kane 

  
Folder 24 ‘Witness to Life’s Possibilities…’ 

copy of article about Scott Symons and 
Morocco 

  
Folder 25 Scott Symons to Sean Kane 

TLS 
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March 5, 1974 
  
Folder 26 Scott Symons to Canada Council 

TLS 
March 5, 1974 

  
Folder 27 Scott Symons to Sean Kane 

TLS 
April 21, 1974 

  
Folder 28 Colour ink drawing inscribed to Sean Kane 

by Scott Symons, April 1974 with AN 
  
Folder 29 Scott Symons to Dennis Lee 

TLS 
April 20, 1974 

  
Folder 30 Scott Symons to Sean Kane 

Long TLS with colour ink drawing 
May 2, 1974 

  
Folder 31 Scott Symons to Ian McLachlan 

TLS 
April 22, 1974 

  
Folder 32 Scott Symons to Anna Porter 

TLS 
April 22, 1974 

  
Folder 33 Scott Symons to Sean Kane 

TLS 
May 1, 1974 

  
Folder 34 Scott Symons to Sean Kane 

TLS 
May 13, 1974 

  
Folder 35 1974 envelope from Morocco which 

contained all previous letters from Scott 
Symons 

  
Box 10 
58 folders 

Scott Symons correspondence 1970s from 
Morocco to Sean Kane 
John McConnell correspondence to Sean 
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Kane 1970s, including novel drafts 
Drafts of Symons’ novel Civic Square with 
extensive editorial revisions and comment 
by Sean Kane 

  
Folder 1 ‘Sandy’ to Scott Symons and Sean Kane 

June 2, 1975 and June 9, 1975 
2 TLS 

  
Folder 2 Sean Symons to Sean Kane 

Telegram 
September 25, 1975 

  
Folder 3 Unused air ticket from Morocco with 

bloodstains from knife attack on Scott 
Symons, 1974 

  
Folder 4 Colour ink drawing 

June 19, 1975 
  
Folder 5 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
September 20, 1975 

  
Folder 6 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
July 18, 1973 

  
Folder 7 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
November 8, 1973 

  
Folder 8 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
January 4, 1974 

  
Folder 9 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
January 30, 1975 

  
Folder 10 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
May 23, 1975 
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Folder 11 John McConnell to Sean Kane 
TLS 
May 26, 1975 

  
Folder 12 Sean Kane to John McConnell 

TLS 
May 29, 1975 

  
Folder 13 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
June 7, 1975 

  
Folder 14 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

Long TLS 
June 13, 1975 

  
Folder 15 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
June 21, 1975 

  
Folder 16 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
June 30, 1975 

  
Folder 17 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
July 3, 1975 

  
Folder 18 Sean Kane to John McConnell 

TLS 
July 10, 1975 

  
Folder 19 John McConnell to Scott Symons 

TLS 
August 16, 1975 
Discussing their relationship 

  
Folder 20 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
July 29, 1975 

  
Folder 21 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
July 16, 1975 
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Folder 22 John McConnell to Scott Symons 

Original and copy of TLS 
July 29, 1975 

  
Folder 23 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
August 15, 1975 

  
Folder 24 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
September 21, 1975 

  
Folder 25 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
December 17, 1975 

  
Folder 26 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

ALS 
January 16, 1976 

  
Folder 27 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

ANS 
January 1976 

  
Folder 28 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

ALS 
September 26, 1976 

  
Folder 29 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

ANS 
  
Folder 30 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

ALS 
  
Folders 31-35 Draft of John McConnell novel with Sean 

Kane holograph revisions 
  
Folder 36  John McConnell to Sean Kane 

ALS and enclosures 
October 29, 1976 

  
Folder 37 Sean Kane to Charles Taylor  

TL 
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June 10, 1976 
  
Folder 38 Charles Taylor to Sean Kane 

TLS 
April 21, 1976 

  
Folder 39 Scott Symons to Sean Kane 

Carbon TLS 
March 16, 1977 

  
Folder 40 Scott Symons to Sean Kane 

TLS 
October 30, 1977 

  
Folder 41 Draft copy of ‘The Canadian Bestiary: 

Ongoing Literary Depravity’ by Scott 
Symons 

  
Folder 42 Charles Taylor to Anansi 

TLS 
November 5, 1977 

  
Folder 43 Scott Symons to Sean Kane 

November 26, 1977 
From San Miguel de Allende 
2 TLS 
with carbon TL to Anna Porter 
1 black and white photograph of Scott 
Symons, Aaron K. and Jim Jamieson in 
Mexico 

  
Folder 44 Scott Symons to Sean Kane 

TLS 
February 2, 1978 

  
Folder 45 Scott Symons to Sean Kane 

TLS 
March 19, 1978 

  
Folder 46 Sean Kane to Scott Symons 

TL 
June 8, 1978 
Re: Helmet of Flesh  
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Folder 47 Scott Symons to Sean Kane 
June – July 1978 
8 TLS re: Helmet of Flesh and other 
matters 
1 black and white photograph of Scott 
Symons 
brochure for reading in San Miguel by 
Symons 

  
Folder 48 Sean Kane to Scott Symons 

TL 
October 2, 1979 
‘Editor’s Introduction’ by Sean Kane to 
Scott Symons Civic Square with holograph 
notes 

  
Folder 49 Sean Kane to Jack McClelland 

TL 
November 5, 1979 

  
Folder 50 Linda McKnight to Sean Kane 

TLS 
December 13, 1979 

  
Folder 51 Sean Kane to Scott Symons 

April 8, 1981 notes on Civic Square  
  
Folder 52 Charles Taylor to Sean Kane and Scott 

Symons  
TL 
April 1981 

  
Folder 53 Scott Symons to ‘Hugh’ [Kane, father of 

Sean Kane] 
TLS 
February 12, 1982 

  
Folder 54 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

TLS 
March 24, 1988 

  
Folder 55 John McConnell to Sean Kane 

Christmas letter 
12/20/99 
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Folders 56-58 Civic Square draft by Scott Symons with 

revisions by Sean Kane 
Holograph and typescript 
ALS 
October 1980 

  
Box 11 
12 folders 

Civic Square  
Revised manuscript continued 

  
Folders 1-5 Civic Square  

Revised manuscript continued 
  
Folder 6 ‘Final CS text to Sean Kane’ 

typescript with holograph revisions 
  
Folders 7-11 Civic Square  

Draft with revisions 
  
Folder 12 About Scott Symons 
  
Box 12 
88 folders 

Dennis Lee correspondence and drafts 
1970-1988 

  
Folder 1 Dennis Lee biography and chronology 
  
Folder 2 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
March 30, 1970 

  
Folder 3 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

ALS 
May 7, 1972 

  
Folder 4 Frank Newfeld illustrations in colour for 

Alligator Pie  
  
Folder 5 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

Copy TLS 
September 5, 1973 
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Folder 6 Robert Carter to Dennis Lee and Sean 
Kane 
TLS 
November 1, 1973 

  
Folder 7 ‘For and Against Pound: Polyphony and 

Ekstatic Form’ by Dennis Lee 
  
Folder 8 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
September 18, 1973 

  
Folder 9 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

ALS 
November 29, 1973 

  
Folder 10 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
July 31, 1974 

  
Folder 11 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

ANS 
July 3, 1974 

  
Folder 12 Sean Kane to Hugh Kane [father] 

TL 
August 9, 1974 
Re: Dennis Lee 

  
Folder 13 Sean KaneTL  

Re: Dennis Lee Writer-in-Residence 
  
Folder 14 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
January 31, 1975 

  
Folder 15 ‘Nicholas Knock’ by Dennis Lee 

read at Trent University graduation dinner 
April 4, 1975 

  
Folder 16 Dennis Lee to Robert Carter 

Copy TLS 
July 1, 1975 
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Folder 17 Dennis Lee to Mrs. Pitman 
TLS (copy) 
July 15, 1975 

  
Folder 18 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
July 17, 1975 

  
Folder 19 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
July 15, 1975 

  
Folder 20 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
July 15, 1975 

  
Folder 21 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
July 25, 1975 

  
Folder 22 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

Copy TLS 
October 5 

  
Folder 23 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

ALS 
October 12 

  
Folder 24 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TL 
September 23, 1975 

  
Folder 25 Robert Carter to Trent University President 

T.E.W. Nind and Dennis Lee report on 
Writer-in-Residence December 23, 1975 

  
Folder 26 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
February 3, 1976 
Re: Savage Fields 

  
Folder 27 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TL 
February 27, 1976 
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Folder 28 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

ALS 
‘Sunday night’ 

  
Folder 29 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

ALS 
‘Monday’ 

  
Folder 30 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
October 3, 1976 

  
Folder 31 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
November 24, 1976 

  
Folder 32 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

ALS 
October 5 

  
Folder 33 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
February 8, 1977 

  
Folder 34 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

ALS 
May 17, 1977 

  
Folder 35 Dennis Lee references for Sean Kane 

November 18 and 22, 1977 
  
Folder 36 Sean Kane to ‘Deborah’ 

Copy TL 
February 25, 1979 

  
Folder 37 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
February 7, 1980 

  
Folder 38 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
May 21, 1980 
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Folder 39 ‘Enacting a Meditation’ by Dennis Lee 
copy of typescript 

  
Folder 40 ‘Commentary on Enacting a Meditation’ 

July 10, 1980 
  
Folder 41 ‘Polyphony: Enacting a Meditation’draft 

and TLS by Dennis Lee 
December 4, 1980 

  
Folder 42 Sean Kane on ‘Enacting a Meditation’ 

January 14, 1981 
  
Folder 43 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

ALS 
March 22, 1981 
Draft preface 

  
Folder 44 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane  

ALS 
October 31 

  
Folder 45 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
December 15, 1981 

  
Folder 46 Russell Brown, Descant, to Sean Kane 

Re: Dennis Lee special issue 
January 31, 1982  

  
Folder 47 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
June 3, 1982 

  
Folder 48 [Sean Kane] to Dennis Lee 

TL 
September 1, 1982 

  
Folder 49 Sean Kane to Richard Landon 

TL 
September 16, 1982 

  
Folder 50 Sean Kane to A.O.C. Cole 

TL 
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November 1, 1982 
Re: nominating Dennis Lee for honourary 
degree 

  
Folder 51 A.O.C. Cole to Sean Kane 

TLS 
November 3, 1982 

  
Folder 52 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
November 3, 1982 

  
Folder 53 Stan Dragland to Sean Kane 

ALS 
November 29, 1982 

  
Folder 54 [Sean Kane] to Dennis Lee 

TL 
March 7, 1983 

  
Folder 55 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
October 30, 1983 

  
Folder 56 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
June 30, 1984 

  
Folder 57 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TL 
November 14, 1983 

  
Folder 58 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
January 2, 1984 

  
Folder 59 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
January 11, 1984 

  
Folder 60 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
January 13, 1984 
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Folder 61 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane  
TLS 
September 20, 1984 

  
Folder 62 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TL 
January 25, 1985 

  
Folder 63 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
March 1, 1985 

  
Folder 64 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TLS 
March 8, 1985 

  
Folder 65 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
March 23, 1985 

  
Folder 66 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
June 8, 1985 

  
Folder 67 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
May 13, 1985 

  
Folder 68 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
June 21, 1985 

  
Folder 69 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TL 
August 28, 1985 

  
Folder 70 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
September 2, 1985 

  
Folder 71 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TL 
September 3, 1985 
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Folder 72 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 
TLS 
November 13, 1985 

  
Folder 73 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
June 25, 1986 

  
Folder 74 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TL 
February 18, 1987 

  
Folder 75 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

Long TLS 
March 1, 1987  
TLS 
April 7, 1987 

  
Folder 76 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TLS 
April 20, 1987 

  
Folder 77 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
June 28, 1987 

  
Folder 78 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
December 9, 1987 

  
Folder 79 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
July 25, 1988 

  
Folder 80 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

Partial TLS 
  
Folder 81 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
August 16, 1988 

  
Folder 82 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

Long TLS 
September 4, 1988 
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Folder 83 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
September 19, 1988 

  
Folder 84 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS with edited draft 
November 7, 1988 

  
Folder 85 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

ANS 
November 11, 1988 

  
Folder 86 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

ANS with draft 
November 14, 1988 

  
Folder 87 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
December 7, 1988 

  
Folder 88 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TL 
June 7, 1988 

  
Box 13 
55 folders 

Dennis Lee correspondence and drafts 
1980s – 1990s 
Dennis Lee tribute letters 

  
Folder 1 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
July 21, 1980 
Draft of ‘Enacting a Meditation’ 

  
Folder 2 Untitled draft 

November 7, 1988 
  
Folder 3 Savage Fields: an Essay in Cosmology  

Cerlox-bound  
  
Folder 4 Savage Fields: an Essay in Cosmology  

Part 2, cerlox-bound 
  
Folder 5 ‘Life on Other Planets’ 
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drafts and TLS 
March 24, 1987 

  
Folder 6 ‘The Difficulty of Living on Other Planets’ 

draft 
  
Folder 7 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
June 19, 1990 
‘Nightwatch’ draft 

  
Folder 8 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
August 8, 1990 

  
Folder 9 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
September 24, 1990 

  
Folder 10 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
November 22, 1990 
‘Nightwatch’ draft of work-in-progress 

  
Folder 11 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
January 19, 1991 

  
Folder 12 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TL 
October 3, 1991 

  
Folder 13 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TL 
October 3, 1991 

  
Folder 14 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TL 
October 8, 1991 

  
Folder 15 Dennis Lee to ‘Nancy’ 

TLS 
October 16, 1991 
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Folder 16 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane  
Long TL 
August 17, 1993 

  
Folder 17 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee  

TL 
September 14, 1993 

  
Folder 18 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
February 26, 1994 

  
Folder 19 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

TL 
June 27, 1994 

  
Folder 20 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
November 9, 1994 

  
Folder 21 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
December 3, 1994 

  
Folder 22 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
January 2, 1995 

  
Folder 23 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
November 21, 1994 

  
Folder 24 Sean Kane to Ian Pearson 

TL 
March 8, 1995 

  
Folder 25 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

TLS 
March 12, 1995 

  
Folder 26 ‘Hunger’ poem draft 
  
Folder 27 ‘Leonard’ to Sean Kane 

ALS 
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April 9, 1995 
  
Folder 28 Dennis Lee drafts of address for Trent 

University honorary degree 1995 
  
Folder 29 Dennis Lee to Kelly [Sean Kane’s partner] 

ANS 
5/6/95 

  
Folder 30 Sean Kane to Susan Mackle 

TL 
June 13, 1995 

  
Folder 31 Sean Kane to Ian Pearson of ‘Morningside’ 

TL 
June 16, 1995 

  
Folder 32 Dennis Lee draft introduction 
  
Folder 33 ‘Letters of Tribute for Dennis Lee’ 

list of names 
  
Folder 34 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Michael Ondaatje 
ALS 

  
Folder 35 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Ray Smith 
TLS 

  
Folder 36 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Matt Cohen 
TLS 

  
Folder 37 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Susan Musgrave 
TLS 

  
Folder 38 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Joe Rosenblatt 
TLS 

  
Folder 39 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Erin Mouré 
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TLS 
  
Folder 40 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Stan Dragland 
ALS 

  
Folder 41 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Teresa Pitman 
TL 

  
Folder 42 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Gary Geddes 
TLS 

  
Folder 43 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

David Solway 
ANS 

  
Folder 44 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Brian Henderson 
TLS 

  
Folder 45 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Robert Bringhurst 
TLS 

  
Folder 46 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

W.H. New 
TLS 

  
Folder 47 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Charles Taylor 
TLS 

  
Folder 48 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Douglas M. Gibson 
TLS 

  
Folder 49 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

George Bowering 
TLS 

  
Folder 50 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

John Newlove 
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TLS 
  
Folder 51 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Naim Kattan 
TLS 

  
Folder 52 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Lorna Crozier 
TLS 

  
Folder 53 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Graeme Gibson 
TLS 

  
Folder 54 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Stan Dragland 
ALS 

  
Folder 55 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Brian Fawcett 
TLS 

  
Box 14 
38 folders 

Dennis Lee tribute letters continued 
Polyphony conference 1996 on Dennis Lee 
Nightwatch 
Heart Residence on Earth  

  
Folder 1 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Greg Hollingshead 
TLS 

  
Folder 2 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Robert E. Carter 
TLS 

  
Folder 3 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Kim Maltman 
TL 

  
Folder 4 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Tim Lilburn 
ALS, TL 

  
Folder 5 Dennis Lee tribute letter 
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Don McKay and Jan Zwicky 
TL 

  
Folder 6 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Gordon Teskey 
TLS 

  
Folder 7 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Marni Jackson 
TL 

  
Folder 8 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

George Payerle 
TLS 

  
Folder 9 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Al Purdy 
TLS 

  
Folder 10 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

David Zieroth 
TLS 

  
Folder 11 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Mary MacPherson 
TLS 

  
Folder 12 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Christopher Dewdney 
TL 

  
Folder 13 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Don LePan 
ALS 

  
Folder 14 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

William Christian  
TLS 

  
Folder 15 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Don Coles 
ALS 

  
Folder 16 Dennis Lee tribute letter 
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Gillian Johnson 
TLS 

  
Folder 17 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Marni Jackson 
TLS 

  
Folder 18 Dennis Lee tribute letter 

Russell Brown 
TLS 

  
Folder 19 Penny Dickens re: Dennis Lee 

TLS 
  
Folder 20 George Bowering re: Dennis Lee 

ANS 
  
Folders 21-26 Re: Dennis Lee 1996 Polyphony 

Conference 
  
Folder 27 Nightwatch  

Dennis Lee draft of work-in-progress 
24/9/90 

  
Folder 28 Nightwatch  

Dennis Lee draft of work-in-progress 
  
Folder 29 Nightwatch  

Dennis Lee draft of work-in-progress 
  
Folders 30-34 ‘Heart Residence on Earth’ 

Dennis Lee early draft of later Heart 
Residence [also later translated into Italian] 
With notes 

  
Folders 35-36 ‘Body English: Letter to Sean Kane’ 

drafts 
  
Folders 37-38 ‘Grant’s Impasse’ drafts 
  
Box 15 
62 folders 

Dennis Lee drafts and correspondence 
2003-2009 

  
Folders 1-2 ‘Body Music’ drafts 
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Folder 3 ‘The Luminous Tumult’ 

Dennis Lee interview with Russell Brown 
and Donna Bennett 

  
Folder 4 Extensive Dennis Lee comments on Peggy 

Roffey Ph.D. thesis 
December 27, 1996 

  
Folder 5 Extensive 19 pages of comments by Dennis 

Lee on Robert Bringhurst’s A Story as 
Sharp as a Knife  

  
Folder 6 ‘Grant’s Impasse: Faith and the Silence of 

Reason’ Dennis Lee literary essay 
  
Folder 7 ‘Roots and Play’, Dennis Lee literary essay 
  
Folder 8 ‘Body Music’ Dennis Lee literary essay 
  
Folder 9 ‘Cadence, Country, Silence’ Dennis Lee 

literary essay 
  
Folder 10 ‘The Poetry of Al Purdy’, Dennis Lee 

literary essay 
  
Folder 11 ‘Acts of Dwelling, Acts of Love’ re: 

Bronwen Wallace 
Dennis Lee literary essay 

  
Folder 12 ‘Memories of Miron’ 

Dennis Lee literary essay 
  
Folder 13 ‘Poetry and Unknowing’ 

Dennis Lee literary essay 
  
Folder 14 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

ANS 
2003 

  
Folder 15 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

June 3, 2003, email 
  
Folder 16 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 
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July 6, 2003, email 
  
Folder 17 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

August 25, 2003 
TL 

  
Folder 18 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

September 9, 2003 
TLS 

  
Folder 19 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

September 12, 2003 
TL 

  
Folder 20 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

March 8, 2004 
TL 

  
Folder 21 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

March 19, 2004 
TLS 

  
Folder 22 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

June 23, 2004 
Email 

  
Folder 23 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

July 4, 2004 
Email 

  
Folder 24 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

September 12, 2004 
Email 

  
Folder 25 Sean Kane to Tracey Germa 

September 23, 2004 
Email 

  
Folder 26 Sean Kane to Lyn Cadence 

September 20, 2004 
Email 

  
Folder 27 Tracey Germa to Sean Kane 

September 28, 2004 
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Email 
  
Folder 28 Sean Kane to Lyn Cadence 

October 6, 2004 
Email 

  
Folder 29 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

December 11, 2004 
Email 

  
Folder 30 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

Email 
December 15, 2004 

  
Folder 31 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

December 16, 2004 
email 

  
Folder 32 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

December 16 and 27, 2004 
Email 

  
Folder 33 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

Re: ‘The Cloud-Herder’ 
January 5, 2005 
Email 

  
Folder 34 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

Re: ‘The Cloud-Herder’ 
January 9, 2005 
Email 

  
Folder 35 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

January 10, 2005 
Email 

  
Folder 36 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

January 17, 2005 
Email 

  
Folder 37 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

January 23, 2005 
Email 
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Folder 38 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 
March 3, 2005 
Email 

  
Folder 39 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

April 21, 2005 
Email 

  
Folder 40 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

April 30. 2005 
Email 

  
Folder 41 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

June 14, 2005 
Email 

  
Folder 42 Sean Kane and Dennis Lee 

June 16 and 17, 2005 
Email 

  
Folder 43 Dennis Lee to Sean Kane 

December 21, 2005 
Email 

  
Folder 44 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

January 21, 2006 
Email 

  
Folder 45 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

January 23, 2006 
Email 

  
Folder 46 Sean Kane and Dennis Lee 

February 2006 
Email 

  
Folder 47 Sean Kane and Dennis Lee 

March 2006 
Email 

  
Folder 48 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee 

September 4, 2006 
Email 
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Folder 49 Sean Kane to Dennis Lee  
December 2006 email with draft of yes/no 
poems 

  
Folder 50 Sean Kane and Dennis Lee 

January 2007 
Email 

  
Folder 51 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

February 2007 
Email 

  
Folder 52 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

March 2007 
Email 

  
Folder 53 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

May 2007 
email 

  
Folder 54 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

December 2007 
Email 

  
Folder 55 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

October 2007 
Email 

  
Folder 56 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

January 2008 
Email 

  
Folder 57 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

April 2008 
Email 

  
Folder 58 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

May 2008 
Email 

  
Folder 59 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

July 2008 
Email 
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Folder 60 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 
August 2008 
Email 

  
Folder 61 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

October 2008 
Email 

  
Folder 62 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

November 2008 
Email 

  
Box 16 
16 folders 

Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 
Correspondence 2009-2010 

  
Folder 1 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

January 2009 
  
Folder 2 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

February 2009 
Email 

  
Folder 3 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

March 2009 
Email 

  
Folder 4 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

May 2009 
Email 

  
Folder 5 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

June 2009 
Email 

  
Folder 6 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

July 2009 
Email 

  
Folder 7 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

August 2009 
Email 

  
Folder 8 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

September 2009 
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Email 
  
Folder 9 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

October 2009 
Email 

  
Folder 10 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

November 2009 
Email 

  
Folder 11 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

December 2009 
Email 

  
Folder 12 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

January 2010 
Email 

  
Folder 13 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

April 2010 
email 

  
Folder 14 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

July 2010 
Email 

  
Folder 15 Dennis Lee and Sean Kane 

August 2010 
Email 

  
Folder 16 Un unpublished manuscript by Dennis Lee 

December 1, 2002 
  
Box 17 
Item in box 

Untitled novel draft by John McConnell 
With ALS, cerlox-bound 
Typescript with holograph revisions 

  
Item 18 Civic Square by Scott Symons 

McClelland and Stewart, c 1969. 
No. 122 of a signed limited facsimile 
edition of the original manuscript,  
inscribed, with original, unique colour ink 
drawings by Symons. In original blue 
‘Birks’ box.  
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