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Includes all stages for Walt Whitman’s Secret, a new novel by George Fetherling, from 

‘first stirrings’ [holograph notebook] to various drafts through to final page proofs; 

correspondence; scrapbooks; audio cassettes of Leonard Cohen and signed copies of 

Running Away to Sea and Rivers of Gold 

 

Extent: 11 boxes and items (2 metres) 

 

Gift of George Fetherling 2009 

 

 

Box 1 

36 folders 

Correspondence, Antonson-Fetherling 

  

Folder 1 Antonson, Rick (travel writer) 

  

Folder 2 Anvil Press (Brian Kaufman, Karen Green) 

  

Folder 3 Atwood, Margaret (includes G.F. 

astrological chart) 

  

Folder 4 BC Achievement Foundation 

  

Folder 5 To Stan Bevington (Coach House Press) 

  

Folder 6 Books in Canada 

  

Folder 7 ‘Brick’ 

  

Folder 8 Briesmaster, Allan (poet, small-press 

publisher) 

  

Folder 9 Brook, Timothy (China scholar) 

  

Folder 10 Busby, Brian 

  

Folder 11 Byers, Michael (Arctic authority, 

politician) 

  

Folder 12 Byrne, Jim (Blues singer) 

  

Folder 13 Callaghan, Michael and Barry (Exile 

Editions) 

  

Folder 14 Canada Council for the Arts 
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Folder 15 Canadian Encyclopedia 

  

Folder 16 Canadian Geographic 

  

Folder 17 Campbell, Deborah (Mid-East journalist) 

  

Folder 18 To Cannon, Margaret (Globe and Mail 

Crime fiction reviewer) 

  

Folder 19 Cavell, Richard (UBC English Professor) 

  

Folder 20 Chumir Foundation 

  

Folder 21 Connelly, Karen (poet, novelist) 

  

Folder 22 Cook, Greg (Saint John poet) 

  

Folder 23 Crean, Patrick (Thomas Allen Publishers) 

  

Folder 24 Davies, Michael (Kingston Philanthropist) 

  

Folder 25 Davies, Paul (Toronto small-press figure) 

  

Folder 26 Demers, Charle (BC writer and performer) 

  

Folders 27-29 ‘Domestic’ [Merrill Fearon] 

especially re: shared Basset Hound 

Arabella 

  

Folder 30 Dragland, Stan (poet, critic) 

  

Folder 31 Dundurn Press (Toronto Publisher) 

  

Folder 32 Ellis, William (Expatriate poet in China) 

  

Folder 33 Federation of BC writers 

  

Folder 34 Fertig, Mona (Mother Tongue Press) 

  

Folders 35-36 Fetherling, Dale (US author and brother) 

  

Box 2 

42 folders 

Correspondence 

Follett – Rabble.ca 
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Folder 1 Follett, Beth (Pedlar Press) 

  

Folder 2 Francis, Daniel (BC Historian) 

  

Folder 3 Fraser, John (Massey College) 

  

Folder 4 Frenkel, Vera (Visual Artist) 

  

Folder 5 Fulford, Robert 

  

Folder 6 ‘Geist’ 

  

Folder 7 Glavin, Terry (BC journalist) 

  

Folder 8 ‘Globe and Mail’ 

  

Folder 9 Govier, Katherine (Toronto Novelist) 

  

Folder 10 Grescoe, Paul (journalist) 

  

Folder 11 Hansen, Cheri (Vancouver journalist) 

  

Folder 12 Harbour Publishing 

  

Folder 13 Helwig, David 

  

Folder 14 Ignatieff, Michael 

  

Folder 15 Jackson, Marni (Toronto journalist) 

  

Folder 16 Keefer, Janice Kulyk (novelist, poet) 

  

Folder 17 Kimber, William (illustrator) 

  

Folder 18 Kogawa, Joy [heritage house] 

  

Folder 19 Kome, Penney (Calgary writer) 

  

Folder 20 Lambert, Shaena (novelist) 

  

Folder 21 LePan, Don (Broadview Press) 

  

Folder 22 Lester, Malcolm 
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Folder 23 Lownsbrough, John (Toronto journalist) 

  

Folder 24 Lyon, Annabel (novelist) 

  

Folder 25 McClelland and Stewart 

  

Folder 26 McGoogan, Ken (historian) 

  

Folder 27 McWhirter, George (poet) 

  

Folder 28 Maillard, Keith (novelist) 

  

Folder 29 Marchand, Philip (critic) 

  

Folder 30 Marks, Eric (Atlantic editor) 

  

Folder 31 Michel, Pauline (Poet Laureate) 

  

Folder 32 Moritz, A.F. (poet) 

  

Folder 33 Moore, Christopher G. (expatriate novelist) 

  

Folder 34 New, W.H. (poet, critic) 

  

Folder 35 Newman, Peter C. 

  

Folder 36 Osborne, Stephen (publisher) 

  

Folder 37 Paris, Erna (Human Rights author) 

  

Folder 38 Porcupine’s Quill 

  

Folder 39 Printers 

  

Folders 40-41 Quill and Quire 

  

Folder 42 ‘Rabble.ca’ 

  

Box 3 

28 folders 

Correspondence 

Random House – University of Alberta 

Press 

  

Folders 1-4 Random House (‘Walt Whitman’s Secret’) 
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Folder 5 Readers 

  

Folder 6 Readings, etc. 

  

Folders 7-8 Reynolds, Neil (‘Diplomat’) 

  

Folder 9 Rogers, Linda (novelist and poet) 

  

Folder 10 Saul, John Ralston 

  

Folder 11 Scott, Peter Dale (poet) 

  

Folder 12 ‘Seven Oaks’ 

  

Folders 13-14 60th Birthday Dinners 

  

Folder 15 Slopen, Beverley (agent) 

  

Folder 16 Staines, David (critic) 

  

Folder 17 Starnino, Carmine (poet) 

  

Folder 18 Stewart, Don (MacLeod’s Books) 

  

Folder 19 Students 

  

Folder 20 Subway Books 

  

Folder 21 Swan, Susan (novelist) 

  

Folder 22 Taylor, Timothy (novelist) 

  

Folder 23 Telep, Trisha (Expatriate Canadian editor) 

  

Folder 24 ‘Toronto Life’ 

  

Folder 25 Toye, William (editor) 

  

Folder 26 Tundra Books 

  

Folder 27 Twigg, Alan (BC Bookworld) 

  

Folder 28 University of Alberta Press 
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Box 4 

10 folders 

Correspondence 

Uppal - Wosk 

  

Folder 1 Uppal, Priscilla (novelist) 

  

Folder 2 Vancouver International Writers’ Festival 

  

Folder 3 ‘Vancouver Sun’ 

  

Folder 4 Verduyn, Christl (critic) 

  

Folder 5 Villegas, Halli (Tightrope Books) 

  

Folder 6 Vincent, Esther (Playwright) 

  

Folder 7 ‘The Walrus’ 

  

Folder 8 Whiteman, Bruce (poet) 

  

Folder 9 Whyte, Ken (journalist, editor) 

  

Folder 10 Wosk, Yosuf (arts patron) 

  

Box 5 

2 items in box 

Walt Whitman’s Secret – holograph 

notebook containing the ‘first stirrings’ for 

the novel 

Current scrapbook of appearances: 

readings, articles, reviews, etc. 

  

Box 6 

27 folders 

‘Walt Whitman’s Secret’ 

drafts 1-4, 2008 

  

Folders 1-19 ‘Walt Whitman’s Secret’ 

drafts 1-3 combined 

February 2008 

  

Folders 20-27 ‘Walt Whitman’s Secret’ 

draft 4 

August 2008 

  

Box 7 

31 folders 

‘Walt Whitman’s Secret’ 

drafts 4 and 5, 2008 

second and final page proofs 

  

Folders 1-9 ‘Walt Whitman’s Secret’ 
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draft 4, August 2008 

  

Folders 10-16 ‘Walt Whitman’s Secret’ 

draft 5, December 2008 

  

Folders 17-31 ‘Walt Whitman’s Secret’ 

second and final page proofs 

September 2009 

  

Box 8 

27 folders 

‘Walt Whitman’s Secret’ 

drafts 6-7, 2009 

  

Folders 1-15 ‘Walt Whitman’s Secret’ 

draft 6, January 2009 

  

Folders 16-27 ‘Walt Whitman’s Secret’ 

draft 7, May 2009 

  

Box 9 

13 folders 

‘Walt Whitman’s Secret’ 

draft 8, July 2009 

  

Box 10 

14 folders 

‘Walt Whitman’s Secret’ 

page proofs 

August 5, 2009 

  

Box 11 

3 items in box 

Scrapbook containing “ephemeral 

newspaper scribbling” 

2 Leonard Cohen Zurich concert audio 

cassettes 

  

  

 

1. Running Away to Sea: Round the World on a Tramp Freighter. Toronto: Dundurn 

Press, 2009. Signed. 

 

2. River of Gold: the Fraser and Cariboo Gold Rushes. Vancouver: Subway Books, 

2009. Signed.  


