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Includes manuscripts, correspondence, books, and other material for Yesno [other titles 

‘Fiat’, ‘Testament’, ‘Is’, ]; Alligator Stew: favourite poems by Dennis Lee; The Bard of 

the Universe [other title ‘The Lunatic Muse’]; essays; in-progress work; jacket blurbs; 

audio and video material; extensive editing material; about Dennis Lee;  Jelly Belly; 

‘Cadence, Country, Silence’(later title Body Music); extensive editorial and mentorship 

work; original holograph notebooks containing early poem drafts; blurbs, correspondence 

and other material related to the work of Dennis Lee on the Toronto Legacy Project and 

Plaques Programme with Heritage Toronto; Fraggle Rock cue sheets and payments; La 

dimora del cuore/Heart Residence (Longo translation); about Civil Elegies; board books 

for children, including drafts of text, correspondence and drawings by illustrator; works 

based on Dennis Lee material, including music and plays; other correspondence and 

material by and about Dennis Lee 

 

 

 

Gift of Dennis Lee 2010 

 

Extent:  67 boxes and items on shelf (14 metres) 

 

 

Box 1 

 

Holograph notebooks, #1-3 

1993, 1998, 1999-2002 

  

Box 2 

 

Holograph notebooks, #4-6 

1998-2003, 2002, 2003-2005 

  

Box 3 

 

Holograph notebooks, #7-10 

2002-2007 

  

Box 4 

 

Holograph notebooks, #11-12 

2005-2008 

  

Box 5 

 

Holograph notebooks, #13-14 

2007-2010 

  

Box 6 

25 folders 

Yesno, #1 (2004-2005) 

Successive drafts of individual poems 

[other titles ‘Fiat’, ‘Is’] 

  

Folder 1 ‘Fiat’ 

August 14, 2004, word processed drafts 

  

Folder 2 ‘Is/Fiat’ 

version of March 2, 2005, word processed 
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draft 

  

Folders 3-18 ‘Fiat/Yesno’ 

April 5 – July 28, 2005 

Word processed drafts with holograph 

revisions 

  

Folders 19-25  ‘Fiat/Yesno’ 

July 9 - October 7, 2005 

Word processed drafts with holograph 

revisions 

  

Box 7 

20 folders 

‘Fiat/Yesno’ #1 (2004-2005) 

drafts, July – October 2005 continued 

#2 (2005-2006) 

  

Folders 1-8 ‘Fiat/Yesno’ 

word processed drafts  

July 9 – October 7, 2005 

  

Folders 9-20 ‘Is/Yesno’ 

October 8 – December 27, 2005 drafts 

  

Box 8 

24 folders 

‘Yesno/Fiat/Is’ #2 

2005-2006 

  

Folders 1-3 ‘Is/Yesno’ 

October 8 – December 27, 2005 drafts 

  

Folder 4 Book II drafts and rejects [Yesno] 

“all killed: 8/8/05 (a hodge-podge)” 

  

Folders 5-19 ‘Fiat/Is/Yesno’ 

January 13 – March 26, 2006 drafts 

  

Folders 20-24 ‘Yesno’ 

March 27 – June 17, 2006 drafts 

  

Box 9 

24 folders 

‘Yesno’ #2 and #3 2006 

  

Folders 1-10 ‘Yesno’ 

March 27 – June 17, 2006 continued 

  

Folders 11-12 ‘Yesno’ 
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cancelled: 15/9/06 

  

Folders 13-24 ‘Yesno’ 

19/6/06 – 27/9/06 

  

Box 10 

21 folders 

‘Yesno’ 

#3 (2006) and #4 (2005-2006) 

successive drafts 

  

Folders 1- 5 ‘Yesno’ 

19/6/06 – 27/9/06 

  

Folders 6-8 ‘Yesno’ 

5/10/06 – 10/1/07 

  

Folders 9-10 ‘Yesno’ Barcelona drafts 

May 2006 holograph 

  

Folder 11 ‘Yesno/Fiat’ 

Barcelona: tango/collection draft 

9/5/06 

  

Folder 12 ‘Fiat’ 

version of August 20, 2005 

word processed 

  

Folder 13 ‘Is’ fair copy of version I, submitted to 

Anansi and withdrawn…, 1/12/05  

  

Folder 14 ‘Yesno’ Book Two, 2/12/06 

word processed with holograph notes 

  

Folder 15 ‘Is’, Book Two: Second Copy, 21/2/06 

  

Folder 16 ‘Is’, earlier draft/sequence, 19/2/06 

  

Folder 17 ‘Is’, Book Two 

March 14, 2006, word processed 

  

Folder 18 ‘Fiat’, Book Two: resequenced (IX broken 

up), 49 pieces, 21/3/06 

  

Folders 19-20 ‘Yesno’, Book Two 

Michael Redhill’s critique, 22/2/06 
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Folder 21 ‘Fiat’, draft and material passed to McKay 

[Don McKay], 31/3/06 

  

Box 11 

17 folders 

‘Yesno’ #4 (2005-2006) 

successive drafts 

Don McKay comments 

  

Folder 1 ‘Fiat’ current draft with Don McKay’s 

holograph comments, poem by poem, 

31/3/06 

  

Folder 2 McKay’s copy, ‘tentative kills’ 

With holograph Don McKay notes 

31/3/06 

  

Folder 3 ‘Yesno’, copy to Don McKay 

31/2/06 

  

Folder 4 [Book Two], [draft passed to 

WCA/Anansi], 25/4/06 

  

Folders 5-6 ‘Fiat’, Toronto draft, clean, pre-Barcelona 

9/5/06 

  

Folder 7  ‘Yesno’, second version submitted to 

Anansi after contract was signed, 12/7/06 

  

Folder 8 ‘Yesno’, 16/7/06 

  

Folder 9 ‘Yesno’, pre-rejig, 12/12/06 

  

Folder 10 ‘Yesno’, first proofs, 10/1/07 

  

Folder 11 ‘Yesno’, second proofs, 22/1/07 

  

Folder 12 ‘Yesno’ cover, 7/02/07 

with Anansi email correspondence 

  

Folder 13 Anansi questionnaire 2006,  

re: ‘Yesno’, holograph 

  

Folders 14-16 ‘Fiat = Yesno’, editing, 25/11/06 

including correspondence  

  

Folder 17 ‘Yesno’ promo, 29/9/06 
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Box 12 

22 folders 

‘Yesno’, Book #3 (2007-2009) 

work-in-progress 

  

Folders 1-14 ‘Yesno’ Book #3 

9/4/07 – 10/3/08 

word processed with holograph revisions 

  

Folders 15-22 ‘Yesno’, Book #3 

11/3/08-15/6/08 

  

Box 13 

25 folders 

‘Yesno’, Book #3 

2007-2009 

work-in-progress 

‘Testament’ ’08-‘09 

  

Folders 1-8 ‘Yesno’, Book #3 

11/3/08 – 15/6/08 

  

Folders 9-16 ‘Yesno’, Book #3 

15/6/-08 – 21/7/08 

  

Folders 17-25 ‘Testament’ 

21/7/08 – 5/1/09 

  

Box 14 

23 folders 

‘Testament’ 

21/7/08-5/1/09 

  

Folders 1-6 ‘Testament’ 

21/7/08 – 5/1/09 

  

Folders 7-23 ‘Testament’ 

19/1/09 – 16/10/09 

  

Box 15 

21 folders 

Book Three, successive drafts 

Variously titled: ‘Testament’, ‘Is’, ‘Un’, 

Yesno’ 

  

Folders 1-2 ‘Testament’ 1/8/08 

  

Folder 3 ‘poems excluded from Testament’ 

  

Folders 4-6 ‘Is’ #1, August ‘08 

  

Folders 7-10 ‘Is’ #2, late August 2008 



Ms. LEE, DENNIS Papers 

Coll.  

00609   

 6 

  

Folders 11-13 ‘Is’ #3, 99 poems, 26/8/08 

  

Folders 14-16 ‘Is’ #4, non-decad., 17/9/08 

  

Folders 17-19 ‘Is’ #5, 15/10/08 – 12/1/08 

  

Folders 20-21 ‘Testament’, #1 (retired: 3/2/09) 

  

Box 16 

11 folders 

‘Testament’, #2, 2009 

  

Folders 1-3 ‘Testament’ #2, 3/2/09 

  

Folders 4-6 ‘Testament’ #3, 18/2/09 

  

Folders 7-9 ‘Testament’, #4, 25/3/09 

  

Folder10-11 ‘Testament’, #5 and 6, 1/7/09 

  

Box 17 

18 folders 

Fraggle Rock 

[cue sheets, payments] 

Mary MacPherson bibliography of Dennis 

Lee 

  

Folder 1 Fraggle Rock cue sheets and 

correspondence 

  

Folders 2-6 Fraggle Rock payments 

  

Folders 7-18 Mary MacPherson bibliography of Dennis 

Lee 

  

Box 18 

14 folders and 1 item 

Alligator Stew – French translation 

Toronto Dominion Giveaway speech 

Dimora Del Cuore/Heart Residence  

(Longo, Italian translation) 

  

Folder 1 Alligator Stew – French proofs 

  

Folders 2-4 Alligator Stew – French translation 

  

Folder 5 Alligator Stew – TD giveaway speech, 

November 1, 2005 
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Item 6 ‘TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award 

and the Norma Fleck Award, November 1, 

2005, Design Exchange Toronto’ text and 

documents in binder 

  

Folders 7-8 Dimora Del Cuore/Heart Residence  

2003-2005, email and draft 

  

Folder 9 La dimora del cuore/Heart Residence 

Longo, Italian translation 

First proofs, 2005 

  

Folders 10-15 La dimora del cuore/Heart Residence 

Email and drafts 

  

Box 19 

26 folders 

Zwicky essay drafts 

  

Folders 1-10 Zwicky essay drafts 

  

Folders 11-26 Zwicky essay drafts, #2 

  

Box 20 

13 folders 

Zwicky essay drafts 

By Zwicky, About Zwicky [Jan] 

  

Folders 1-7 Zwicky essay: late edits 

  

Folders 8-11 By Zwicky 

  

Folders 12-13 About Zwicky 

  

Box 21 

17 folders 

Jan Zwicky essay (drafts and other) 

  

Folders 1-3 Zwicky essay, proofs and correspondence 

  

Folder 4 Zwicky essay: editorial correspondence 

  

Folders 5-8 Zwicky essay: notes and correspondence 

  

Folders 9-14 Zwicky essay: notes and correspondence 

‘late editing’ 

  

Folders 15-17 Zwicky essay drafts, 2007 

Holograph and word processed 
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Box 22 

21 folders 

‘Cadence, Country, Silence’ 

(essays 1980, later ‘Body Music’) 

Jelly Belly, as of 1980 

Alligator Stew (TD giveaway) 

Proofs 1-5 

  

Folders 1-4 ‘Cadence, Country, Silence’ 

typescript drafts 

  

Folders 5-8 Jelly Belly 

August 1980, typescript drafts 

  

Folder 9 Alligator Stew 

Correction copy with Dennis Lee 

corrections and email 

  

Folders 10-14 Alligator Stew 

Editing notes and illustrations 

  

Folders 15-16 Alligator Stew 

Editing notes, etc. 

  

Folder 17 Alligator Stew 

Toronto Dominion, first proofs 

  

Folder 18 Alligator Stew 

2nd proofs, February 1, 2005 

  

Folder 19 Alligator Stew 

3rd proofs, February 7, 2005 

  

Folder 20 Alligator Stew 

4th proofs, February 9, 2005 

  

Folder 21 Alligator Stew 

5th proofs, May 20, 2005 

  

Box 23 

16 folders 

Essays 

  

Folder 1 Bifford interview for Matrix 

  

Folders 2-4 Darren Bifford interview-related 
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Folders 5-7 Darren Bifford interview 

  

Folder 8 John Brown appreciation: 

‘Aligned with the Real’ 

  

Folders 9-11 ‘Intuition’ – drafts of address for 

University of Toronto convocation [D.L. 

received honorary doctorate] 

  

Folder 12 ‘Time After Time’ by Geordie McDonald 

3 audio CDs 

  

Folders 13-14 ‘Time After Time’ notes, correspondence, 

proofs 

  

Folders 15-16 ‘Time After Time’ liner notes: drafts 

  

Box 24 

20 folders 

Don McKay appreciation 

Essays, projects 

Al Purdy house – ‘Purdy’s A-Frame’ 

  

Folder 1 Don McKay appreciation for Longo 

translation 

  

Folders 2-5 Don McKay appreciation 

  

Folder 6 ‘Foglio a Foglio: Leaf to Leaf’ 

Dennis Lee launch talk 

  

Folders 7-9 Al Purdy house project 

  

Folders 10-20 ‘Purdy’s A-Frame’ 

  

Box 25 

18 folders 

‘Purdy’s A-Frame’ 

Rawlings drafts 

  

Folders 1-5 ‘Purdy’s A-Frame’ 

  

Folders 6-15 Rawlings: drafts [angela] 

  

Folder 16 Cellar Singers Commission: ‘My Muskoka 

Home’ drafts, 2 audio CDs 

  

Folders 17-18 ‘My Muskoka Home’ drafts 
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Box 26 

16 folders 

‘My Muskoka Home’ 

‘Follow Me’ 

Dennis Lee pre-publication material (pre-

2005) 

Editing, including Sean Kane 

  

Folder 1 ‘My Muskoka Home’ 

  

Folder 2 ‘Follow Me (For Jerry)’ 

lyrics and notes – Jerry Juhl, Muppets 

writer, 1 audio CD 

  

Folder 3 Layton Tribute Harbourfront 

June 21, 2006 

  

Folder 4 “How Alligator Pie came to be” 

  

Folder 5 Coach House Tribute 

September 3, 2009 

  

Folder 6 Globe piece: ‘Ross, the Rest is Noise’ 

  

Folder 7 So Cool – pre-publication material 

Proofs, uncorrected 

  

Folder 8 ‘writer to publishing house: revision’ 

  

Folder 9  Re: ‘Cat and the Wizard’ 

  

Folder 10 Di Cicco proofs for Loriggio, book of 

essays 

  

Folders 11-13  ‘The Ice Cream Store’ drafts, cut poems, 

1990 

  

Folder 14 Editing Sean Kane: ‘Humanus’ 

  

Folder 15 Jake Mooney: ‘Folk’ 

Manuscript and editorial report  

  

Folder 16 Editing Jake Mooney, second draft 
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Box 27 

10 folders 

Editing 

Longo Cohen 

Lecker 

Mark Marczyk 

Scott Symons piece 

  

Folder 1 Leonard Cohen Longo translation: 

“My edit of Branko Gorjup’s introduction” 

  

Folder 2 Lecker monograph on Civil Elegies 

Final manuscript from Cormorant 

  

Folder 3 Mark Marczyk: final portfolio and Dennis 

Lee evaluation, August 2010 

  

Folders 4-5 Mark Marczyk: new work during 

mentorship, spring/summer 2010 

  

Folders 6-8 Mark Marczyk mentorship 

  

Folder 9 Mark Marczyk: Lviv, first portfolio 

  

Folder 10 Ian Young: Scott Symons memoir 

  

Box 28 

13 folders 

Editing 

Raquel Chalfi poems 

Ray Jones 

Lisa Munro 

Nicholas Walsh 

Mark Dickinson 

  

Folders 1-2 Raquel Chalfi poems 

Passed to Ken Babstock, Anansi 

  

Folder 3 Ray Jones 

  

Folder 4 Lisa Munro poems 

  

Folder 5 Nicholas Walsh – Dennis Lee editing 

  

Folder 6 Nicholas Walsh: simply titled 

  

Folders 7-13 Mark Dickinson (Sean Kane PhD student) 
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Box 29 

15 folders 

Dennis Lee editing of Mark Dickinson 

Word processed text with DL holograph 

edits 

  

Box 30 

14 folders 

Mark Dickinson 

Fraser Sutherland/Edward Lacey biography 

Various blurbs 

  

Folders 1-3 Mark Dickinson 

  

Folders 4-10 Fraser Sutherland biography of Edward 

Lacey, Lost Passport 

  

Folder 11 Re: Robert Paul Weston’s ‘Zorgamazoo’ 

Blurb and correspondence 

  

Folders 12-13 Blurb for Jordan Scott’s ‘blert’ 

  

Folder 14 Blurb for Don Coles essay book 

  

Boxes 31-38 

 
Toronto Legacy Programme and 

Plaques Project 

  

Box 31 

15 folders 

Toronto Legacy Project 

Plaques – correspondence, draft texts by 

DL and research 

Milton Acorn 

Drafts for plaques 

March 4, 2010, unveiling 

  

Folder 1 Milton Acorn plaque 

  

Folder 2 Anna Brownell Jameson plaque 

  

Folder 3 Charles G. D. Roberts plaque 

  

Folder 4 E. J. Pratt plaque 

  

Folder 5 Gwendolyn MacEwen plaque 

  

Folders 6-7 Margaret Avison plaque 

  

Folder 8 Morley Callaghan plaque 

  

Folder 9 L. M. Montgomery plaque 
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Folders 10-11 2009 plaques – clean dossiers 

  

Folders 12-15 March 4, 2010, unveiling of plaques 

ceremony 

  

Box 32 

14 folders 

Toronto Legacy Project and Plaques 

Programme 

  

Folders 1-3 Basic documents for Toronto Legacy 

Project and Plaques Programme 

  

Folders 4-10 Heritage Toronto partnership 

  

Folders 11-12 Draft presentations of first dossiers to 

Heritage Toronto 

  

Folder 13 Dickens plaque drafts 

  

Folder 14 Acorn plaque drafts 

  

Box 33 

12 folders 

Toronto Legacy Programme 

January to May 2009 

July 2009 to February 2010 

January to October 2010 

  

Folders 1-6 Toronto Legacy Programme 

January to May 2009 

  

Folders 7-9 Toronto Legacy Programme 

July 2009 to February 2010 

  

Folders 10-12 Toronto Legacy Programme 

January to October 2010 

  

Box 34 

13 folders 

Toronto Legacy Programme 

Correspondence 2006-2008 

January to May 2009 

  

Folders 1-9 Toronto Legacy Programme 

correspondence, 2006-2008 

  

Folders 10-13 Toronto Legacy Programme 

Correspondence, January to May 2009 
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Box 35 

11 folders 

March 4, 2010, plaques unveiling 

Early Legacy material, 2004-2008 

  

Folders 1-3 March 4, 2010, plaques unveiling 

  

Folder 4 Oscar Peterson Place – June 22, 2004 

  

Folder 5 Glenn Gould Place – Designation: 

September 25, 2007 

  

Folder 6 Faludy Parkette: plaque, 7/9/06 

  

Folder 7 Faludy Parkette/Faludy Order of Canada 

  

Folder 8 Faludy dedication talk 

  

Folder 9 Purdy statue, Queen’s Park 

  

Folder 10 Jane Jacobs – failed attempt to get the 

Metro Reference Library named for her 

  

Folder 11 Dennis Lee sabbatical from Legacy project, 

April 2005 and other material 

  

Box 36 

11 folders 

Legacy project 

January to October 2010 

  

Box 37 

13 folders 

Template for legal dossiers 

Plaques 2010 

  

Folder 1 Template for legal dossiers, 3/4/10 

  

Folder 2 2010 plaques, clean 

  

Folders 3-4 2010 plaques, dossier drafts 

  

Folders 5-9 Harry Somers drafts 

  

Folder 10 Wayne and Shuster: drafts – Philip Slayton 

  

Folder 11 William James drafts (Sally Gibson) 

  

Folders 12-13 Tom Thomson drafts 
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Box 38 

7 folders 

Plaques drafts – Tom Thomson 

Various literary and other material 

  

Folders 1-3 Tom Thomson drafts 

  

Folder 4 rob mclennan-issued poems 

  

Folder 5 Beynon family material 

  

Folder 6 Flights of Victory/Vuelos de Victoria  

Inscribed bilingual edition to Dennis Lee 

by Ernesto Cardenal 

  

Folder 7 DL drafts of letter to Ernesto Cardenal 

November 8, 1986 

  

Box 39 

25 folders 

New book of children’s poems, drafts 2009 

  

Folders 1-12 ‘New book of children’s poems, drafts 

2009’ 

  

Folders 13-25 ‘New book of children’s poems, drafts 

2009-2010’ 

  

Box 40 

27 folders 

New Children’s poems 

Drafts 2010 

  

Folders 1-11 ‘New Kids’ Poems’ drafts, January to April 

2010 

  

Folders 12-27 ‘Children’s Poems’ drafts, April to August 

2010 

  

Box 41 

12 folders 

Blurbs: Don Coles 

‘Walking with Wolf’ 

  

Folders 1-3 Blurb for Don Coles 

  

Folders 4-12 Blurb for ‘Walking with Wolf’ 

Walking with Wolf: Reflections on a life 

spent protecting the Costa Rican 

wilderness, Wolf Guindon 

  



Ms. LEE, DENNIS Papers 

Coll.  

00609   

 16 

Box 42 

24 folders 

Board Books: 

‘Puppy’ 

‘Rocking Chair’ 

 

Gaspereau Press Chapbook: 

‘The Lunatic Muse’ 

or ‘The Bard of the Universe’ 

  

Folders 1-5 Board Books: 

‘Puppy’ and ‘Rocking Chair’ 

editorial email and proofs 

  

Folder 6 ‘The Lunatic Muse’ [other title: ‘The Bard 

of the Universe’] 

manuscript 

  

Folders 7-23 ‘The Bard of the Universe’ various drafts 

  

Folder 24 ‘Bard of the Universe’  

Gaspereau Chapbook, clean manuscript 

  

Box 43 

16 folders 

‘Bard of the Universe’/’Lunatic Muse’ 

about DL 

  

Folders 1-3 ‘Gaspereau: Lunatic Muse’ 

editing, etc.  

  

Folders 4-11 ‘about DL’ 

  

Folder 12 Reviews of Civil Elegies, December 2009 

  

Folder 13 Reviews – Board Books 

  

Folder 14 Reviews: Yesno 

  

Folder 15 Reviews/notices: Alligator Stew 

  

Folder 16 Re: launch for Robert Lecker’s Cadence of 

Civil Elegies 

  

Box 44 

12 folders 

Board Books 

  

Folder 1 Nora Hilb [Board book illustration] 
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Folder 2 Gaspereau/Andrew Steeves/Bard 

  

Folder 3 Board Books, 1-4, 2004-2005 

  

Folders 4-5 Four board books, Nora Hilb’s roughs 

  

Folders 6-8  Board Books, 1-4, September – October 

2005 

  

Folder 9 Board Books, second round 

  

Folders 10-11 Board Books: ‘Kitty’ and ‘Skyscraper’ 

  

Folder 12 Board Book: ‘This Little Puppy’ drafts 

  

Boxes 45- Correspondence, literary and other 

  

Box 45 

20 folders 

Correspondence, literary, 1990s – 2010 

Babstock - Friesen 

  

Folder 1 Ken Babstock 

  

Folder 2 Jean Baird – mostly on saving the Purdy 

house 

  

Folder 3 Roo Borson 

  

Folders 4-5 Mike Boughn 

  

Folders 6-7 Robert Bringhurst 

  

Folders 8-9 John Brown 

  

Folder 10 Suzanne Buffam 

  

Folder 11 Don Coles 

  

Folder 12 Jacques Darras 

  

Folder 13 David Day 

  

Folders 14-15 [Pier] Giorgio di Cicco 

  

Folder 16 Stan Dragland 
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Folders 17-18 Francesco Francis 

  

Folders 19-20 Patrick Friesen 

  

Box 46 

19 folders 

Correspondence, literary, 1990s-2010 

Gibson - McKay 

  

Folder 1 Graeme Gibson 

  

Folder 2 Eamen Grennan 

  

Folder 3 Marni Jackson 

  

Folders 4-9 Sean Kane 

  

Folder 10 Pat Lane 

  

Folder 11 JonArno Lawson 

  

Folder 12 Tim Lilburn 

  

Folder 13 [Gwen MacEwen] 

  

Folder 14 Calvin Martin 

  

Folder 15 Geordie McDonald 

  

Folder 16 Heather McHugh 

  

Folders 17-19 Don McKay 

  

Box 47 

23 folders 

Correspondence, literary, 1990s – 2010 

Miller - Rawlings 

  

Folder 1 Eric Miller 

  

Folder 2 Jake Mooney 

  

Folder 3 George Murray 

  

Folder 4 Les Murray 

  

Folder 5 Isaias Naranjo Acosta 
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Folder 6 Pierre Nepveu 

  

Folder 7 [bp Nichol] 

  

Folders 8-15 Brian Peterson 

  

Folders 16-20 Zdravko Planine 

  

Folder 21 [Al Purdy] 

  

Folder 22 Jean-Philippe Raîche 

  

Folder 23 Angela Rawlings 

1 CD 

  

Box 48 

15 folders 

Correspondence, literary, 1990s-2010 

Redhill – Young 

Miscellaneous literary correspondence, 

2004 -  

  

Folder 1 Michael Redhill 

  

Folder 2 James Rolfe 

  

Folders 3-6 Michael Rose, including 2 CDs 

  

Folder 7 Robyn Sarah 

  

Folder 8 Paul Vermeesch 

  

Folder 9 Ian Young 

  

Folders 10-15 Miscellaneous literary correspondence, 

2004- 

  

Box 49 

14 folders 

Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2004-2006, 2006-2007 

  

Folders 1-2 Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2004 

  

Folder 3 Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2004, including Oonah McFee 

  

Folders 4-6 Miscellaneous literary correspondence 
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2004 

  

Folder 7 Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2004, including Miranda Hill 

  

Folders 8-9 Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2004 

  

Folders 10-12 Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2006 

  

Folders 13-14 Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2006 – 2007 

  

Box 50 

11 folders 

Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2007 

  

Box 51 

16 folders 

Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2007-2009 

  

Folders 1-3 Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2007-2009 

  

Folders 4-11 Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2008 

  

Folders 12-13 Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2008-2009 

  

Folders 14-15 Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2009 

  

Folder 16 Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2009, re: Scott Symons, from Miranda Hill 

  

Box 52 

10 folders 

Miscellaneous literary correspondence 

2009-2010 

  

Box 53 

18 folders 

‘Literary stuff up to late 2007’  

Civil Elegies 

Brian Johnson 

Mike Ross 

Influency 2008 

U of T PhD 2009 
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Folder 1 Correspondence re: Brian Johnson, film of 

Yesno 

  

Folder 2 Brian Johnson film [Yesno] 

1 DVD [‘Short Wave’] 

  

Folders 3-4 Brian Johnson film 

  

Folder 5 ‘Songs from Civil Elegies’, Mike Ross 

1 CD 

  

Folder 6 ‘DLP for DL’ Mike Ross 

1 audio CD 

  

Folder 7 Mike Ross correspondence, 2006-2009 

  

Folder 8 Civil Elegies – basic script 

  

Folder 9 Civil Elegies – copy of Albert Schultz’ 

marked-up script  

  

Folders 10-12 Civil Elegies – promotional, opening, etc. 

December 2009 

  

Folders 13-18 Influency 2008 

Papers by poets 

Correspondence with Margaret Christakos, 

Omaha Rising 

Printouts of photos by Omaha Rising 

  

Box 54 

11 folders 

Gigs (mostly readings) 

November 2003 – 10/3/08 

  

Box 55 

14 folders and 1 item 

Gigs, November 2003 – 10/03/08 

  

Folder 1 Gigs, November 2003- 10/3/08 

  

Folders 2-9 Gigs, 10/3/08 – 17/12/09 

  

Folders 10-11 Gigs – Calgary: October 2007 

  

Folders 12-13  Gigs – Vancouver, October 2007 

  

Folder 14 Gigs: 2007-2010 
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Item in box Reading of “A Christmas Carol” by 

Charles Dickens at Church of the 

Redeemer, script and other print material in 

binder 

  

Box 56 

12 folders and 1 item in box 

Gigs, 2007-2010 

Miscellaneous files 

  

Folder 1 Gigs, 2007-2010 

  

Folders 2-3 ‘ultra-miscellaneous, 2005-2010’ 

  

Folder 4 IBBY – 60th anniversary use of ‘The 

Moon’, 2009 

  

Folder 5 Miscellaneous files, 2005-2010 

  

Item in box University of Toronto Schools: An 

Academic History of the Era of Province-

Wide Standardized Matriculation Testing 

in Ontario. Byron G. Lane. Toronto: 

Birglane Press, 2005 

  

Folder 6 ‘MacSkimming conversation on Anansi, 

for Canadian Notes and Queries 

  

Folder 7 Jan Horner interview, with two quotes from 

Dennis Lee 

  

Folders 8-10 Roll Play, negotiations re: a TV series 

  

Folder 11 Marc Coté, Cormorant Books 

correspondence 

  

Folder 12 Kent Stetson: Woodcock application for 

New Arcadia 

  

Box 57 

9 folders and 1 item in box 

Various literary-related 

The Scream Festival 

U of T PhD 2009 

  

Folder 1 The Scream Festival marathon reading 

July 10, 2009 
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Folders 2-3 CanWest Cabaret – Soulpepper 

  

Folders 4-5 O.A.C. grant application 

  

Folders 6-8 University of Toronto convocation 

June 11, 2009 

1 DVD of Dennis Lee receiving his 

honorary doctorate 

  

Folder 9 DL remarks at Massey Luncheon 

University of Toronto honorary PhD 

  

Item in box University of Toronto spring convocation 

2009, itinerary, instructions and other 

related material 

  

Box 58 

14 folders 

Miscellaneous correspondence and other 

material, including Michael Levine, 

Beynon family and Colbert Agency 

  

Folders 1-3 Michael Levine correspondence 

  

Folder 4 Draft for CBC competition, 1986 

  

Folders 5-7 ‘Beynon Family Association’ 

  

Folders 8-14 The Colbert Agency, 1986-1989 

  

Box 59 

14 folders 

Westwood Creative Artists, 1998-2007 

Book and non-book royalties 

  

Folders 1-5 Westwood Creative Artists, 1998-2007 

  

Folders 6-9 Westwood Creative Artists, book royalty 

statements, 1991-2001 

  

Folders 10-14 Westwood Creative Artists, non-book 

royalty statements, 1991-2001 

  

Box 60 

12 folders 

The Colbert Agency 

Westwood Creative Artists, 1998-2007 

MGA 1993 

  

Folder 1 The Colbert Agency, 1986-1989 
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Folder 2 Colberts, 1988, financial 

  

Folders 3-5 MGA, 1993, including royalties 

  

Folders 6-12 Westwood Creative Artists, 1998-2007 

  

Box 61 

Items in box 

Print support package re: Hans Christian 

Anderson Award 2002 

History of Kilworthy area - print 

  

Box 62 

5 items in box and 7 folders 

Dennis Lee poems: concert and musical 

settings 

  

Folder 1 Peter Cavell: setting of 8 poems from ‘Jelly 

Belly’, score and CD 

  

Folder 2 ‘Songs That Delight in Garbage’ 

Ryan Noakes, score, 2008 

  

Folder 3 Prince Edward County Music Festival, 

2007 

  

Folder 4 ‘My Muskoka Home’, commissioned by 

Cellar Singers, Nancy Telfer: score, 2 

audio CDs and programme 

  

Folder 5 ‘Creatures Great and Small’ Canadian 

Children’s Opera Chorus, 1 audio CD 

  

Folder 6 Juliet Kiri Palmer, 2 audio CDs and ALS 

  

Folder 7 ‘Beloved’ Music Gallery, James Rolfe, 26 

February 2005, 1 audio CD and ALS 
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Items in box 2 VHS tapes: 

‘Yours, Al’, April 13, 2006, CBC 

Letterbox 

‘The Space’, TVO Kids 

 

DVDs: 

‘Behind the Bohemian Embassy’, First 

Edition, featuring Dennis Lee 

‘Labyrinth’, Story by Dennis Lee and Jim 

Henson 

‘Jim Henson’s Fraggle Rock: Complete 

First Season’, some lyrics and storylines by 

Dennis Lee 
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Box 63 

Audiovisual items in box 

1. ‘Nancy Cassidy’s Kids Songs’ 

audio CD set 

2. ‘Babies love to lullaby: songs to share 

with your baby’ audio CD 

3. ‘English G 21’ audio CDs 

4. ‘The Voice of the Land’, a video by 

Henry Martinuk Chernozym Video 2008 

The unveiling ceremony for Al Purdy’s 

statue ‘Voice of the Land’ on Tuesday, 

May 20, 2008, 1 DVD 

5. ‘Life Lines: Poets for Oxfam’, 1 CD 

6. ‘Calling the Dog Home: a cycle of 

poems with music’, Patrick Friesen and 

Marilyn Lerner, with Peggy Lee and Niko 

Friesen, 1 audio CD 

7. ‘Avowals’, works for solo voice by John 

Beckwith, 1 audio CD 

8. ‘Paul Dutton: Mouth Pieces’, solo 

soundsinging, 1 audio CD 

9. ‘Jim Henson’s Fraggle Rock: Fraggle 

Rockin’, a Collection’, audio CD set 

10. ‘I Know It’s Time’ Martha Johnson, 

February 2006, from gig at the Mabin 

School 

11. ‘Purdy Unveiling’, CBC interview, 

20/5/08: Shelagh Rogers, Dennis Lee and 

Scott Griffin 

12. ‘Songs for Children’, Stella Tossell, 

Dennis Lee poems 

1 audio CD 

13. ‘Time/After Time: a jazz suite featuring 

Roswell Rudd’, Geordie McDonald 

14. Dennis Lee/ Laura Ferri, Siena, May 

2008, 1 audio cassette 

15. ‘yesno: a film by Brian D. Johnson’ 1 

DVD and set of playing cards used in film, 

based on Dennis Lee book  

  

Box 64 

2 items in box 

The Dark Crystal, collector’s edition DVD 

set 

Fraggle Rock 25 years, complete series 

collection of DVDs 

  

Box 65 

2 items in box 

Lee family photograph, circa 1945-46, 

black and white 

Framed, signed photo of Oonah McFee, 
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1977, inscribed, with ‘shinplaster’ attached 

to back  

  

Box 66 

Items in box 

‘Celia Franca’ Toronto Legacy Project 

plaque proof [paper] 

Jim Henson’s Fraggle Rock. 1987. LP 

  

 

Item 67  ‘Civil Elegies’ poster, December 2009, Soulpepper production. Mounted on 

board.  

 

 

Books: 

 

Dennis Lee books and contributions to books, periodicals, blurbs or about Dennis Lee: 

 

1. “The Music of Thinking: the Structural Logic of Lyric Philosophy” in Lyric 

Ecology: an appreciation of the work of Jan Zwicky. Toronto: Cormorant Books, 

c2010. 

2. Walking with Wolf: reflections on a life spent protecting the Costa Rican 

wilderness. Kay Chornook and Wolf Guindon. Hamilton, Ontario: Wandering 

Words Press, 2008. Inscribed to Dennis Lee by Wolf Guindon and Kay Chornook 

3. ‘Slipaway/Goodbye’ in Vallum: new international poetics, renegades. 7:2, 2010. 

4. “dixie” and “tale” in Brick, Winter 2006. 

5. “Dennis Lee” by Darren Bifford in matrix: the new underground, Spring 2008, 

Issue 79. 

6. “What Will You Be?” in Teen Zine, April 2005, with TLS WCA. 

7. “The Dinosaur Dinner” in Chirp. March 2006. 

8. “Finding the Right Words: Following the Beat of Dennis Lee” by Jennifer Pigsley 

in Vic Report, Autumn 2009. 

9. “hiatus” in idea&s, Spring 2007, Vol. 4, No. 1. TLS Pekka K. Sinervo. 

10. poems from Un in Open Field: 30 contemporary Canadian poets. Edited and with 

an introduction by Sina Queyras. New York: Persea Books, 2005. TLS Sina 

Queyras and ANS Anansi. 

11. blurb for A Dropped Glove in Regent Street: an autobiography by other means. 

Don Coles. Montreal: Signal Editions, c2007. ALS 

12. “Di Cicco’s Paradise” in The Last Effort of Dreams: essays on the poetry of Pier 

Giorgio Di Cicco. Francesco Loriggio, editor. Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier Press, 

c2007. 

13. Words and Images: a celebrated bilingual anthology of contemporary Canadian 

poetry. No. 11. The Peter Paul series 1993-2008. General Editors: Branko Gorjup 

and Francesca Valente. Ravenna: Longo Editore, 2008. “Published on the 

Occasion of an Exhibition Dedicated to the 15th Anniversary of the Peter Paul 

Bilingual Series of Contemporary Canadian Poetry (English/Italian).” ALS 

Branko Gorjup to Dennis Lee and Susan Perly.  
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14. Numerous poems in An Anthology of Canadian Literature in English. Edited by 

Donna Bennett and Russell Brown. Don Mills: Oxford University Press, 2010. 

15. “’The Truth Was Always in the Telling’: Storytelling in Barrelhouse Kings” in 

Barry Callaghan: essays on his works. Edited by Priscila Uppal. Toronto: 

Guernica, 2007. 

16. blurb for blert, Jordan Scott. Toronto: Coach House Books, c2008. Inscribed to 

Dennis Lee. 

17. “After Shabra, After Shatila” in We Begin Here: poems for Palestine and 

Lebanon. Edited by Kamal Boullata and Kathy Engel. Northampton, Mass.: 

Interlink Books, 2007. TL and ms note. 

18. “Seven Good Reasons to Assassinate Don McKay By a Secret Admirer” in Foglio 

a Foglia/ Leaf to Leaf. Don McKay. The Peter Paul Charitable Foundation Series 

of English Canadian Poetry No. 11. General Editors Branko Gorjup and 

Francesca Valente. Ravenna: Longo Editore, 2006.     

19. Two for Faludy. Edited by John Robert Colombo. Toronto: C&C, 2006. ANS 

John Robert Colombo. 

20. Poems in Talking Like the Rain: a first book of poems. Selected by X.J. Kennedy 

and Dorothy M. Kennedy. Boston, Toronto, London: Little, Brown & Company, 

1992. 

21. “Till the House was Real”, in The Al Purdy A-Frame Anthology. Edited by Paul 

Vermeersch, with an introduction by Dennis Lee. Madeira Park, BC: Harbour 

Publishing, 2009. ANS publisher. 

22. Ragoût de crocodile: délicieux poêmes de Dennis Lee, illustrations de Rogé. 

Toronto : Key Porter Kids, 2005. 

23. The Cat and the Wizard. Dennis Lee. Illustrations by Gillian Johnson. Toronto: 

Key Porter Books, 2001. 

24. The Bard of the Universe. Dennis Lee. Kentville, Nova Scotia: Gaspereau Press, 

2007. No. 60. “The Bard of the Universe” is The Devil’s Whim No. 19.” ANS 

Gary Dunfield. “[Received 31/7/07].” 

25. Silverly/Good Night, Good Night. Dennis Lee. Illustrated by Nora Hilb. Toronto: 

Key Porter Kids, 2006. 

26. Alligator Pie. Dennis Lee. Illustrated by Nora Hilb. Toronto: Key Porter Kids, 

2006. 

27. Willoughby Wallaby Woo. Dennis Lee. Illustrated by Nora Hilb. Toronto: Key 

Porter Kids, 2006. 

28. The Dreadful Doings of Jelly Belly. Dennis Lee. Illustrated by Nora Hilb. 

Toronto: Key Porter Kids, 2006.  

29. The Rocking Chair. Dennis Lee. Illustrated by Nora Hilb. Toronto: Key Porter 

Kids, 2006. 

30. This Little Puppy. Dennis Lee. Illustrated by Nora Hilb. Toronto: Key Porter Kids, 

2008.  

31. The Kitty Ran Up the Tree. Dennis Lee. Illustrated by Nora Hilb. Toronto: Key 

Porter Kids, 2007.  

32. Skyscraper. Dennis Lee. Illustrated by Nora Hilb. Toronto: Key Porter Kids, 2007. 
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33. Dimora del cuore / Heart Residence. Dennis Lee. Ravenna: Longo Editore, 2005. 

“The Peter Paul Charitable Foundation Series of English Canadian Poetry No. 8. 

General Editors: Branko Gorjup and Francesca Valente.  

34. yesno: poems. Dennis Lee. Toronto: Anansi, 2007. “First copy: March 24, 2007” 

– holograph note, Dennis Lee, front flyleaf.  

35. Alligator Pie: poems by Dennis Lee. Pictures by Frank Newfeld. Toronto: 

Scholastic Canada Ltd., c2001. Special Edition.  

36. Alligator Stew: favourite poems by Dennis Lee, illustrated by Rogé. Toronto: Key 

Porter Kids, 2005. 

37. Eudysia. OmahaRisinG. Toronto: MIMP YOB, 2007. 

38. Out in Paperback: a visual history of gay pulp. Ian Young. Toronto: Lester, 

Mason & Begg Limited, 2007. ANS on post-it note, Dennis Lee. 

39. Gothic. David Day, illustrated by Alan Lee. Toronto: Exile Editions, 1986. 

40. Just Say ‘No’ to Family Values: and other rants, howls and moans. David Day, 

illustrated by Feliks Topolski. Toronto: Exile Editions, 1997. 

41. near relations. John Reibetanz. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart Ltd., 2005. 

Inscribed to Dennis Lee. ALS to Dennis Lee , July 20, 2005.  

42. A Time to Cry: a poetic memoir of madness, depression, and unrequited love. 

Paul Kloschinsky. Victoria, BC: Trafford Publishers, 2006. TLS. 

43. Small Wonder: poems by Gordon johnston. Toronto: littlefishcartpress, 2006. 

Inscribed to Dennis Lee.  

44. Palominoes and other poems. David Zieroth. Wolfville, Nova Scotia: Gaspereau 

Press, 2000. “The Devil’s Whim No. 2”. Inscribed and ANS to Dennis Lee. 

45. Down in the Bottom of the Bottom of the Box: seven four-line nonsense rhymes. 

JonArno Lawson. Toronto: JonArno Lawson, 2006. 

46. To Y. Kemeny Babineau. [Mount Pleasant, ON.]: LaurelReedbooks, [2007]. 

47. Wet Apples, White Blood. Naomi Guttman. Montreal & Kingston: McGill-

Queen’s University Press, 2007. Inscribed to Dennis Lee. 

48. words have no meaning: poems and translations from the 2007 Montreal Zen 

Poetry Festival. Zengetsu Myokyo, general editor. Montreal: Enpuku-ji Press, 

2009. ANS to Dennis Lee. 

49. The Visions and Revelations of St. Louis the Métis. David Day. Saskatoon, 

Saskatchewan: Thistledown Press, 1997.  

50. Topo-graphica: on drawing, mapping and subjectivity. Bronwen Payerle. Victoria, 

BC: flask publishing, 2008.  

51. poem written in sainte-adele. rob mclennan. Maxville, ON: above/ground press, 

2008. broadside #281. 

52. A Tribute to George Faludy. Daniel Kolos. A Benben Books Production, April 

2006.  

53. “an announcement or more with regard to A Beepliographic Cyclopaedia, 35 

september 2006.”  jwcurry. 

54. The New Chief Tongue. Mt. Pleasant, ON: LaurelReedbooks, 2007. Tongue 6, 

The All American is You Issue, Spring 2007. 

55. Travels of the Watch. Brian Bartlett. Kentville, Nova Scotia, Gaspereau Press, 

2004. “Travels of the Watch is The Devil’s Whim No. 12.” No. 173 of 300.   
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56. 1st iterim report of the commission on the causes and manifestations of divergent 

think procedure concerning the 1st 10 years of the history of the Peopls Rpublic of 

Poetry. [Wally Keeler]. Cobourg: Samizdata :Publications Organ, [between 1968 

and 1978]. No. 206 of 300 copies. With enclosures.  

57. English G 21. Berlin: Cornelson Verlag, 2009. 

58. Denis Lee poems in A Poem for Everyone: a treasury of poems about people. 

Collected by Michael Harrison & Christopher Stuart-Clark. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2001.  

59. “The Butterfly” in A Century of Children’s Poems: one hundred poems from one 

hundred favourite poets. London: Collins, 2001. manuscript note from agent [?]. 

60. Dennis Lee poems in Knock at a Star: a child’s introduction to poetry. Boston: 

Little Brown and Company, 1999. 

61. Dennis Lee poems in The Ring of Words: an anthology of poetry for children. 

London: Faber and Faber, 1999. 

62. All Children Read: teaching for literacy in today’s diverse classrooms. Charles 

Temple, Donna Ogle, Alan Crawford, Penny Freppon. Boston: Pearson, 2011.  

63. Literacy in Action. Audio Pack 7. Pearson. 6 CDS. 

64. Nelson Literacy. Toronto: Nelson, 2009. 

65. The Bill Martin Jr. Big Book of Poetry. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for 

Young Readers, 2008. 

66. The Bees of the Invisible: essays in contemporary English Canadian Writing.. 

Stan Dragland. Toronto: Coach House Press, 1991. 

67. The Cadence of Civil Elegies. Robert Lecker. Toronto: Cormorant Books, 2006. 

Inscribed to Dennis Lee. 

68. Songs and Orff Arrangements from The Butterfly’s Dream: a Tribute to Dennis 

Lee. Toronto: Garrison Creek Educational Services, 2006. 

69. What’ll I Do With the Baby-O?: nursery rhymes, songs, and stories for babies. 

Jane Cobb. Illustrated by Katherine Shoemaker. Vancouver: Black Sheep Press, 

2007. 1 audio CD. 

70. Poetry Speaks to Children. Editor: Elise Paschen. Illustrators: Judy Love, Wendy 

Rasmussen, Paula Zinngrabe Wendland. Naperville, Illinois: Sourcebooks 

MediaFusion, 2005. 1 audio CD. 

71. “The Muddy Puddle” in An Early Worm Got Out of Bed: and other poems to read 

out loud. Selected by Monica Kulling. Markham, ON: Scholastic, 2007. TLS from 

Scholastic. 

72. Animals on Parade: favourite rhymes from Chirp Magazine. Toronto: Owlkids 

Publishing, 2006. 

73. Children’s Books in Children’s Hands: an introduction to their literature. 

Instructors’ copy. Charles Temple, Miriam Martinez, Junko Yokota. Boston: 

Pearson, 2006. 

74. Poetry Speaks to Children. Editor: Elise Paschen. Illustrators: Judy Love, Wendy 

Rasmussen, Paula Zinngrabe Wendland. Naperville, Illinois: Sourcebooks 

MediaFusion, 2005. 1 audio CD. 

75. Open Court Reading Alphabet Book. Columbus, Ohio: SRA/McGraw-Hill, 2002. 

ANS, TNS publisher. 

76. “The New TV” in Small Screen. Oakville, ON: Boldprint, 2005. 
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77. “The Mystery” in Inside Track 2. Don Mills, ON: Oxford University Press, 2005. 

78. Poems by Dennis Lee in Daisy Goodwin Essential Poems for Children: first aid 

for frantic parents. Hammersmith, London: HarperCollins Publishers, 2005.       

 


